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Parliament votes 
down pro- 
Kuchma proposal 


By Jeremy Bransten and Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—Meeting in an extraordinary session on the morning of Feb. 
3, Ukrainian parliamentarians voted to eliminate a controversial proposal, 
advanced by supporters of President Leonid Kuchma, to have the country’s 
president chosen by legislators starting in 2006. 

By a vote of 304 out of 450, held during a raucous session, deputies 
voted to strike the proposal from a list of constitutional changes currently 
being considered. The result was announced by parliament speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn. 

The Socialist Party supported the amendment, while Our Ukraine and 
the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc did not take part in the vote. 

The session soon afterwards degenerated into turmoil after lawmakers 
from Our Ukraine and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc protested the vote, 
UNIAN and Interfax reported. | 

Ina replay of several such occasions last year, lawmakers from the pro- 
government Social Democratic Party-united (SPDU-o) circled the parlia- 
mentary rostrum in order to prevent deputies from Our Ukraine and the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc from disrupting the debate. 

Opposition lawmakers responded by destroying all the microphones in 
the session hall and began to fling draft bills and other papers in the direc- 
tion of the parliamentary presidium. One opposition deputy reportedly 
poured a bottle of “sweet water” on Lytvyn’s head. 

Under Ukraine’s current constitution, the president is popularly elected. 
According to the plan rejected Feb. 3, popular presidential elections would 
have taken place as scheduled this October, but with the new president’s 
term shortened from five years to just two. In 2006, new elections would 
have been held, with the chief executive being selected by parliament. 

Kuchma’s supporters had defended their proposal as an attempt to bring 
Ukraine in line with Western democracies by strengthening the power of 
parliament at the expense of the presidency. But the opposition accused 
Kuchma of deliberately seeking to weaken the presidency before the end 
of his second term in office, to ensure only minimal powers for his suc- 
cessor. 

A Constitutional Court ruling late last year cleared the way for Kuchma 
to seek a third term if he wishes. The court concluded that because Kuchma 
was midway through his first term when Ukraine’s new constitution was 
adopted, a third term would technically be only his second under the con- 
stitution. 

Kuchma has declared he does not intend to run in the October contest. 
But some speculate he had set his sights instead on securing a parliamen- 
tary appointment to the presidency in 2006, as the proposed constitutional 
changes would have allowed. Viktor Yushchenko, the head of the opposi- 
tion Our Ukraine bloc, is the current favorite to win the October poll. 


Yushchenko and his allies criti- 
cized the proposed constitutional 
changes as a cynical attempt to di- 
minish the importance of the presi- 
dency just as Yushchenko prepared 
to grasp the mantle of power, and to 
prepare the ground for Kuchma to 
regain power two years later. 

Kuchma’s own role in the issue is 
murky. Throughout the controversy, 
he has sought to present himself as 
a statesman above the fray. Speak- 
ing in October of last year, the 
Ukrainian president said he did not 
back his supporters’ proposal to 
weaken the presidency or change the 
electoral system. 

“T want to emphasize once again: 
I am for the direct election of the 
president,” he said. “In my opinion, 
this election should be scheduled for 
the year 2004. And don’t misinter- 
pret me. ГІЇ say it once more, I am 
not preparing for anything — nei- 
ther to be president [next term], nor 
to play any other games.” 

What is clear is that pressure on 
those favoring changes to the elec- 
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Edmonton 
Ukrainian Р & В 
Club revived 


See Page 3 


Calgary hosts luge team 


Calgary's Ukrainian community hosted the Ukrainian Junior Luge Team during the Junior World Champion- 
ships which were heid in that city, Jan. 31 and Feb. 1. Team members established new friendships with Ukrai- 
nian Canadian youth and taught many about the sport. Pictured above: Members of the team with SUM and 
Plast families during the pot luck dinner for them at the Calgary “Domivka” , Jan. 23. For more see page 13. 


Американський кандидат на президенти 
порівняв Кучму із Саддамом Гузейном 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Один із кандидатів у президенти США від демо- 
кратичної партії, Говард Дін, порівняв президента 
України Кучму із колишнім президентом Іраку Сад-- 
дамом Гусейном. Таке порівняння він зробив під час 
інтерв'ю загальнонаціональній телекомпанії МВС, 
1-го лютого. Кучму та Гусейна він назвав жахливи-- 
ми людьми, що належать до списку тих світових лі- 
дерів, за яких США могли би взятися. Водночас він 
зазначив, що не виступає прихильником таких дій. 

Ім'я Леоніда Кучми спало на думку американсь- 
кому кандидату у президенти під час розмови щодо 
рішення президента Буша розпочати війну в Іраку. 
Говард Дін був першим із президентських кандидатів 
від Демократичної партії, хто засудив війну в Граку 
ще навесні минулого року. У недільному телевізій- 
ному інтерв'ю компанії МВС він знову нагадав про 
відсутність доказів зв'яку між Гусейном і терорис- 
тичною організацією "Аль-Каїда" та про невдалі 
спроби американців знайти в Іраку зброю масового 
знищення. Він зазначив, що геноцид проти шиїтів 
та курдів Гусейн здійснював ще у роки президенства 
Буша- старшого, і тому це не можна вважати дос-- 
татню підставою для повалення Гусейна саме зараз. 
У відповідь на зауваження журналіста, що іракський 
лідер 1 в останні десять років продовжував вбивати 
людей та піддавати їх тортурам, Дін сказав: "Саддам 
Гусейн є жахливою особою, жахливою людиною. 
Так само як i Роберт Мугабе, президент Зімбабве, 
так само як і Кучма, який керує Україною, як i 
Лукашенко, який очолює Білорусь". 

У відповідь на запитання ведучого програми про 
можливість долучити i кубинського лідера Фіделя 
Кастро до цього списку, Дін погодився, сказавши, 
що і Кастро не є "найкращою особою», оскільки 
неодноразово порушував права людини. Загалом, як 
зазначив Дін, список осіб, за яких можна було б 
узятися американській владі, є довгим. Чому ж тоді 
саме Саддам, риторично запитав кандидат у прези-- 
денти США. Однак ведучий програми вже перейшов 


до іншої теми. 

Упродовж минулого року Говард Дін, колишній 
губернатор штату Вермонт, вважався фаворитом у 
боротьбі за Te, щоб стати єдиним кандидатом у пре- 
зиденти від демократичної партії. За результатами 
опитувань громадської думки, він впевнено виперед-- 
жав усіх інших демократів - претендентів на прези-- 
дентську посаду. Однак, в останній місяць, Дін почав 
поступатися у популярності сенатору Джону Керрі, 
який уже виграв попередні вибори у двох штатах. 
Найкращий результат Діна - це поки що друге місце. 

Після трансляції програми на офіційному сайті 
Говарда Діна було відкрите обговрення його інтер-- 
в'ю. З близько 200 коментарів відвідувачів лише 
один згадав висловлювання Діна про українського 
президента. Поганою англійською мовою відвідувач 
порадив Діну дізнатися більше про Україну перед 
тим, як робити такі заяви. Офіційної реакції україн-- 
ської влади на висловання Діна поки що немає. В 
українському посольстві у США, до якого ми 3Bep— 
нулися за коментарем, про порівняння Кучми із 
Гусейном не чули і обіцяли цю інформацію пере- 
вірити. Усі подальші дзвінки до прес-секретаря по-- 
сольства залишилися без відповіді. м 

Гострі висловлювання американських кандидатів 
у президенти щодо чинних урядовців інших країн 
траплялися і раніше. Під час президентської кампанії 
2000 року тоді ще кандидат у президенти від рес- 
публіканської партії Джордж Буш звинуватив Вік- 
тора Черномирдіна у привласненні мільйонів дола. - 
рів, які США надали Росії як фінансову компенса- 
цію. У відповідь Черномирдін погрожував Бушу 
звернутися до суду для захисту своєї честі та гіднос-- 
ті. Однак після обрання Буша президентом США 
Черномирдін відмовився розпочинати судовий позов. 

Під час теперішньої президентської кампанії про 
Україну згадали вперше, однак відразу ж у контексті 
Траку, Зімбабве, Куби та Білорусі. До виборів у 
США ще дев'ять місяців, тому в українського керів- 
ництва залишається час на відповідь. 


(Українська правда", Страсбург) 
--Лідер Компартії Петро Cumo- 
ненко заявив у ході дебатів на 
ПАРЄ, що зміни до Конституції 
мають убезпечити від приходу до 
влади націоналістів-радикалів, і 
Європа повинна її підтримувати. 
"Наша Україна", Ющенко - це 


націоналісти, які вітали Гітлера і 
розстрілювали євреїв у Бабиному 
Яру", - сказав Симоненко. 

У відповідь на цю репліку допо- 
відач ПАРЄ Ханне Северінсен 
заявила, що цими словами Симо- 
ненко підтвердив справжню мету 
політ реформи - не допустити 
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президентства Ющенка. 
Оскільки українське питання 
розглядалося 29-го січня на 
ПАРЄ, кількість доповідачів була 
обмеженою. Серед тих, хто не 
встиг виступити, був і Симоненко. 
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Симоненко заявив у ПАРЄ, що Ющенко зустрічав... Гітлера 


Тому. він намагався висловити 
свою позицію, виступаючи під час 
представлення поправок. Однак, 
відступаючи від теми, Симоненко 
отримав зауваження головуючого 
на сесії президента ПАРЄ Пітера 


Шідера. 

Під час одного з таких виступів 
Симоненко заявив, що політре-- 
форму блокували "націоналісти, 
які виступили за консервацію 
режиму Кучми". 


«Наша Україна» - продовжувач справи 
дивізії СС "Таличина", заявляє КПУ 


(ЕогОта)  -Українські правонаціоналістичні сили 
на чолі з Віктором Ющенком намагаються дестабі- 
лізувати ситуацію в країні, щоб створити привід для 
прямого втручання США в ситуацію в Україні, 
подібно до того, як це трапилося в Грузії. Про це 
говориться в поширеному сьогодні прес-службою 
Компартії України коментарі з нагоди інавгурації 
президента Грузії Михайла Саакашвілі. 

У переданому ForUm’y коментарі, озаглавленому 
«Нашизм» не повинен пройти!», прес-служба КПУ 
заявляє, що останні події свідчать швидше не про 
обрання, а про призначення нового грузинського 
президента американцями. 

«Наступним пунктом реалізації такої зовніш- 
ньополітичної стратегії США може стати Україна, 
- сказано в коментарі. - Це підтверджує і стаття в 
газеті «Вашингтон пост» під назвою «Резолюція для 
України», і факт «виклику на килим» до К.Пауелла 


в Тбілісі найбільш активних представників блоку 
«Наша Україна» на чолі з В.Ющенком». 

Безумовно, нове керівництво Грузії буде йти у 
фарватері і авангарді відстоювання інтересів не своєї 
країни, а США, вважає КПУ, зазначаючи, що 
конкретні завдання щодо "розширення свободи" в 
Україні ставляться і "нашеукраїнцями". 

«Але для прямого втручання (США — ForUm) пот-- 
рібен привід. І до створення такого приводу сьогодні 
ведуть справу українські правонаціоналістичні сили 
на чолі з В.Ющенком, намагаючись дестабілізувати 
ситуацію в країні, - сказано в коментарі. 

«США розуміють, на "грузинський варіант" 
"нашисти" не здатні, оскільки наш народ за ними не 
піде, бачачи в ющенківцях продовжувачів справи 
дивізії CC "Таличина". Може тому вони проводять з 
Ющенком постійні консультації, в тому числі і в 
Тбілісі?», - запитує прес-служба KITY. 


Львівські депутати скаржаться на тиск 


(Deutsche УМеПе)- Депутати обласної та Верхов- 
ної рад від Львівщини скаржаться на переслідування 
з політичних причин. Про це йшлося 26-го січня під 
час відкритої наради, учасники якої обговорювали 
криміногенну ситуацію в області. Незважаючи на 
запрошення, представники правоохоронних стру-- 
ктур на зустріч не прийшли. 

Депутатський корпус від Львівщини, зокрема 
представники фракції "Наша Україна", вважають, 
що в області надзвичайно складна криміногенна 
ситуація. Особливо депутатів турбують факти 
переслідування їхніх колег та членів родин через 
політичні переконання. "Саме цю проблему депутати 


планували відкрито обговорити на зустрічі з 
представниками влади та правоохоронцями", - 
пояснює народний депутат Олег Тягнибок. 
Оскільки, за його словами, жодних відповідей на 
офіційні депутатські запити він не отримує. 
Говорить Тягнибок: "Мені як народному депутату 
було б цікаво почути як іде розслідування справи 
нападу на газету "Молода Галичина", на офіс партії 
СДПУ(о), на приміщення "Російської книги". 
Ігнорування засідання губернатором ta 
правоохоронцями депутати оцінили як зухвалу 
демонстрацію сили напередодні президентських 
виборів. 


Студентів на Дніпропетровщині 
примусили вступити до СДПУ (о)? 


(Deutsche УМеПе)- Адміністрація Дніп- 
родзержинського комерційного коледжу 
спростовує повідомлення про примусовий 
вступ студентів до Соціал-демократичної 
партії України (об'єднаної). Студенти 
однієї з груп цього навчального закладу 
наполягають, що їх саме примусили 
приєднатися до СДПУ(о). 

За словами студентів, під час однієї з лек- 
цій, викладач, ім'я якої вони не назвали, 
роздала їм якісь бланки і сказала, що їх 
треба заповнити. Після чого повідомила 
всіх, що вони відтепер члени СДПУ(о). А 
наступного дня їх повезли на екскурсію до 
Дніпропетровська, де вони стали учасни- 


ками партійних заходів. Не сказали їм і про 
те, що заходи проводилися на підтримку 
конституційної реформи. Проте спереча- 
тись вони не стали - попереду сесія. Георгій 
Бенько, директор коледжу та голова дніп- 
родзержинського осередку СДПУ(0) запе- 
речує твердження про примусовий вступ до 
партії. За його словами, всі, хто писав за- 
яви, робили це за власним бажанням. Члени 
партії є серед студентів та викладачів вузу. 
До Дніпропетровська ж за його словами 
студентів також не возили. На екскурсію 
їхали слухачі Малої академії наук, що 
працює на базі коледжу. Саме вони й брали 
участь у партійних заходах. 


Насильство проти дітей в Україні 
стало масовим явищем 


(Deutsche УМеПе)- -Соціологічні дослід- 
ження державного комітету в справах сім'ї 
та молоді свідчать, що випадки насильства 
проти дітей в Україні носять масовий 
характер. Як стало відомо в 26-го січня, 
43 відсотки неповнолітніх визнали, що 
потерпають від жорстокості дорослих, і 
лише 17 відсотків говорили про відсутність 
цього явища. 

Найчастіше діти в Україні потерпають 
від побиття та застосування сили. Такі ви- 
падки поширені не лише в асоціальних 
сім'ях, але й в школах та цілком благо- 
получних родинах. На останні припадає 15 
відсотків дітей, які побували в приютах 
через насильство власних батьків, а серед 
200 тисяч дітей, які виховуються в дитячих 
будинках та інтернатах України, більше 


половини потрапили в державні заклади 
при живих батьках. Уповноважена з прав 
людини напередодні зазначала збільшення 
кількості звернень дітей за правовою допо -- 
могою. 

Член парламентського комітету з питань 
материнства та дитинства Лілія Григорович 
вважає, що в Україні існує криза неви-- 
конання законів, починаючи з влади, що 
призводить до порушення прав людей у 
тому числі й дітей. Крім того, низький со-- 
ціальний рівень захисту громадян приз- 
водить до збільшення кількості злочинів. 
За інформацією депутата, 7 мільйонів 
українців перебувають у трудовій міграції 
за кордоном, а це і є однією з причин того, 
що діти залишаються недоглянутими і 
беззахисними проти насильства. 
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Former MP Yewchuk seeks Liberal 
nomination for Edmonton-Spruce Grove 


(Yewchuk Election Commit- 
tee)—Dr. Paul Yewchuk has decided 
that he will seek the nomination of 
the Liberal Party in the new riding 
of Edmonton-Spruce Grove. A resi- 
dent of west Edmonton, he once 
served as a Member of Parliament, 
representing the riding of Athabasca 
between 1968 and 1980 as a Pro- 
gressive Conservative. He did not 
seek re-election in 1980. After Ісау- 
ing parliament, Dr. Yewchuk first 
worked with the B.C. Ministry of 
Health and then practiced family 
medicine for about 15 years. 

Dr. Yewchuk decided to reenter 
politics and joined the Liberal Party 
because he believes that Prime Min- 
ister Paul Martin’s gesture of open- 
ness to the West, and particularly 
Alberta, is serious, and that it should 
be taken up in a constructive way. 
He also stresses that the fiscal record 
of the Liberal government while 
Paul Martin was Finance Minister 
is impressive: budgets were finally 
balanced and the debt has begun to 
be paid down. Today’s economy is 
strong and interest rates are the low- 
est in decades. Although the previ- 
ous PC government of Brian 
Mulroney had promised to be fis- 
cally responsible, it reneged on its 
pledge to balance the books and be- 
gin paying off the debt, and instead 
left the GST as its legacy, Dr. 
Yewchuk noted. 

Dr Yewchuk also views with 
favour Martin’s pledge to promote 
democratization, including that of 
parliament. He is particularly keen to 


Dr. Paul Yewchuk 


see members of parliament receive 
more autonomy, which would allow 
them to represent more closely the 
wishes of their constituency. Parlia- 
ment, that is, its elected members, 
must be supreme, he believes, and act 
to guarantee that every individual 
race, province and region receives 
fundamental justice and equal treat- 
ment before the law. While public 
policy should reflect the will of the 
majority in the country, Dr. Yewchuk 
also firmly believes that it should take 
into account the needs and wishes of 
minorities, such as those of regions, 
and groups, or associations. 

On social issues, he believes that 
all Canadians be provided an equal 
opportunity and encourages the pur- 
suit of excellence. Opportunities for 
all Canadians means that there 
should be no discrimination and that 
all should be treated equally. At the 
same time, society has the respon- 


sibility to help those who cannot 
care for themselves. As a medical 
doctor he understands well the im- 
portance of universal healthcare and 
pledges to use his knowledge and 
experience if elected to parliament 
to make certain the current system 
is properly funded, and becomes 
more effective and efficient so that 
it serves well all Canadians in their 
time of need. 

During his tenure in the House of 
Commons, Dr. Yewchuk served as 
Chair of the Caucus Committee on 
Health and was the Official Oppo- 
sition Health Critic from 1974-1979. 
He also served as Chair of the Cau- 
cus Committee on Multiculturalism 
and was Official Opposition Critic 
from 1973-75. From 1969-1972 he 
co-chaired the Standing Committee 
on Indian Affairs and Northern De- 
velopment and was Official Oppo- 
sition Critic. From 1972-1974, he 
chaired the Alberta Caucus in the 
House. Dr. Yewchuk served as well 
as a member on other caucus and 
parliamentary committees during 
his years in Ottawa. 

Dr. Yewchuk hails from rural 
Alberta. He was born in Bonnyville 


in 1937 and grew up on a farm in the |. 


3 
UPBC Edmonton revived 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of 
Edmonton (UPBCE) was revived at an organizational Annual General 
meeting after close to two years of suspended activity. 

The meeting also mandated a new executive to take over the leader- 
ship of the club. The executive consists of: Marco Levytsky, President; 
Deborah Walchuk, Past President; Mykola Vorotylenko; Vice President; 
Iryna Pak, Secretary; Joe Filewych, Treasurer; Tamara Tatuch, Ilija 
Simcisin, Peter Grytsiw, Mykola Girenko, Mark Kopinec and Theresa 
Warenycia, Directors. 

Levytsky told members the club wants to hold monthly dinner meet- 
ings with speakers on topical issues and plans to hold an election forum 
on Ukrainian Canadian issues during the expected Spring federal elec- 
tion. Tatuch said one of her objectives is to increase contact with stu- 
dents and other youth. Vorotylenko explained how the club came under 
the trusteeship of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Edmonton Branch 
and a provisional executive selected to revive it. 

The UPBCE held it’s Annual General meeting on May 15, 2002. There 
were no candidates to elect a president, treasures or secretary, thus, no 
executive was formed. 

It was agreed that if no candidates come forward by June 28, 2002 the 
UCC Edmonton branch will be approached to represent the interests of 
the UPBC Edmonton branch in the interim until an executive can be 
formed. The Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian Education (AFUE) will 
be approached to manage the Textbook Fund. 

The AFUE also held its AGM Jan. 29 and reported on funds it allo- 
cated for educational projects. AFUE elected a new executive. Its mem- 
bers are: Deborah Walchuk, President; Boris Radyo, Past President; 
Магизіа Petryshyn, Vice President/Secretary; Pauline Atwood, Treasurer; 
Boyan Yarovenko, Maria Popiwchak, Nestor Makuch, Taras Bociurkiw, 
Joe Filewych and Marco Levytsky, Directors. 


area. He has lived as well in| oon 


Edmonton and moved to Victoria, 
BC, after leaving politics in 1980. 
Two years ago, he moved back to 
Alberta and now resides in West 


Edmonton. He is married to Irene | В 


Annette and is the father of eight adult 
children. Contact Paul at 484-7285 or 
e-mail at paulyew@eudoramail.com. 


Telegdi appointed Parliamentary Secretary to PM 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Paul 
Martin on Jan. 30 announced that, in 
keeping with the government’s re- 
newed emphasis on Aboriginal issues, 
Andrew Telegdi, Member of Parlia- 
ment for Kitchener - Waterloo, has 
been appointed as Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Prime Minister, with spe- 
cial emphasis on Aboriginal Affairs. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Prime Minister, a Privy Council 
Office Secretariat and the work of 
the Cabinet Committee on Aborigi- 
nal Affairs will provide focal points 
for action to improve the life 
chances of Aboriginal Canadians. 
The new Cabinet Committee on 
Aboriginal Affairs is expected to 
begin its work soon. 

As Parliamentary Secretary, 
Telegdi will be responsible for re- 
viewing cross-cutting issues and 
exploring opportunities to improve 


Andrew Telegdi 


the effectiveness of the 
government’s Aboriginal policies. 
Telegdi was first elected to the 
House of Commons in 1993. He has 
served as Parliamentary Secretary to 


Ukraine hopes for Canada’s 
support at FATF meeting 


(Interfax)—Ukraine is hoping for Canada’s support during the upcom- 
ing plenary session of the Financial Action Task Force that is expected to 
consider removing Ukraine from its blacklist. 

This position of Kyiv was made public during the Ukrainian-Canadian 
consultations held in Ottawa Jan. 29-30. The Ukrainian delegation was 
headed by special envoy of the Foreign Ministry of Ukraine Serhiy 


Kamyshev. 


The talks also focused on the situation around the Ukrainian transport 
aircraft An-124 Ruslan detained in Canada last summer. 

The Ukrainian delegation also held meetings in the Department of For- 
eign Affairs and International Trade of Canada. The sides noted positive 
tendencies in the growth of trade turnover between the countries and higher 
investment of Canada into the economy of Ukraine. 

Speaking of the growing potential of trade and economic cooperation, 


they raised the question of assistance to such an important mechanism of 
bilateral cooperation as the Intergovernmental economic commission for 
economic cooperation whose next fifth round is scheduled for this year. 

They also had meetings in the Canadian Agency for International De- 
velopment, the Parliament of Canada, the Department of National De- 
fense. 


the Minister of Citizenship and Im- 
migration, Vice-Chair of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Public Accounts, 
and as a member of the Standing 
Committees on Citizenship and Im- 
migration, Justice and Human 
Rights, and Canadian Heritage. 
Telegdi has also been a member of 
the Joint Committee on the Library 
of Parliament. 

Telegdi resigned his position as 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Min- 
ister of Citizenship and Immigration 
in May 2000 because the new citi- 
zenship act did not correct the “dra- 
conian” policy of revocation of citi- 
zenship. 

He has been a consistent critic of 
the policy under which the govern- 
ment has sought the deportation and 
denaturalization of Canadians of 
east European origin under the guise 
of bringing “alleged Nazi war crimi- 
nals” to justice. 
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Україна придумала, AK 
повернути майно Лазаренка 


(Українська правда)  -Українська сторо- 
на підготувала проект угоди між урядами 
України i США про розподіл конфіс- 
кованого майна або коштів, еквівалентних 
його вартості. 

Про це повідомляє прес-служба Мініс- 
терства юстиції України. 

Документ розроблено експертною гру- 
пою з питань підготовки проектів між- 
народних договорів про правові відносини 
і правову допомогу в цивільних, шлюбно- 
сімейних і кримінальних справах. 

За словами керівника експертної групи, 
заступника міністра юстиції України Лідії 
Горбунової, вперше між Україною й іншою 
державою буде задекларовано механізм 
розподілу конфіскованого майна або гро- 
шового еквівалента цього майна, вивезе- 
ного з території сторін. 

Горбунова відзначила, що майбутня угода 
буде сприяти розкриттю злочинів, пов'я- 
заних із відмиванням "брудних" коштів. 

Заступник міністра також відзначила, що 
майбутня угода співзвучна задекларо- 


ваному на міжнародному рівні основному 
принципу Конвенції ООН, про повернення 
активів корупційного походження в країну, 
з якої вони були незаконно вивезені, під- 
писаному Україною і ще 100 країнами світу 
в грудні 2003 року. 

За її словами, проект міжурядової угоди 
розроблений у розвитку міждержавного 
договору між Україною і США про взаємну 
правову допомогу у кримінальних справах. 

Цей договір набрав сили в лютому 2001 
року і передбачає, зокрема, взаємне вико- 
нання рішень судів про конфіскацію майна. 

Експертна група, що розробила проект 
угоди, створена при Мін'юсті за участю 
представників МВС, МЗС, СБУ, Генпро- 
куратури, Верховного суду, Адміністрації 
президента й інших компетентних органів. 

Горбунова повідомила, що найближчим 
часом проект міжурядової Угоди між Укра- 
їною та США щодо розподілу конфіс- 
кованого майна або коштів, еквівалентних 
його вартості, буде винесено на розгляд 
Кабінету міністрів України. 


На Полтавщині спалили офіс 
районної організації УНП 


(Прес-служба "Нашої України" )—2 лю- 
того, близько 5 години ранку в смт. Ши- 
шаки Полтавської області було здійснено 
підпал магазину, власником якого є член 
УНП, депутат Шишацької селищної ради 
Борис Колос. 

У будинку, де відбулася по-жежа, 
знаходиться офіс районної органі-зації 
УНП, а на будинку висять прапори УНП 
та блоку "Наша Україна". Про це повідомив 
голова Аналітичної ради УНП Олександр 
Мосіюк. 

За його даними, пожежа тривала не 
більше 30 хвилин, внаслідок чого вщент 


вигоріло приміщення магазину, а пожеж- 
ники та міліція, які оглядали приміщення, 
найбільш вірогідною версією вважають 
підпал. 

"Дуже ймовірно, що підпал в Шишаках, 
це чергова провокація, здійснена проти 
блоку "Наша Україна" та спрямована на 
залякування полтавчан", - вважає Олек- 
сандр Мосіюк. Він наголосив, що УНІ буде 
вимагати порушення кримі-нальної справи 
за фактом виникнення пожежі. 

У Шишацькій селищній раді фракція 
"Наша Україна" складає 10 чоловік із 25 
депутатів ради. 
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Б Україні знову вчинено 
напад на журналіста 


(Deutsche Welle)—B Україні знову 
вчинено напад на журналіста. Цього разу 
постраждалим виявився співробітник 
павлоградської газети "Західний Донбас" 
Олександр Лабанов. Його збив легковий 
автомобіль, при цьому в журналіста зник 
портфель з редакційним посвідченням, 
матеріалами для наступної статті, дикто-- 
фоном та цифровою фотокамерою. 

Саме зникнення робочих матеріалів та 
обладнання змушує постраждалого та його 
колег пов'язувати інцидент з професійною 
діяльністю журналіста. Олександр Лабанов 
займався темами, пов'язаними з діяльністю 
місцевих бізнес-структур, екологією та 
політичним життям регіону. Зараз він 


перебуває в лікарні зі струсом мозку та 
кількома переломами. Правоохоронці Ka— 
жуть, що перевірятимуть усі версії, проте 
версія про перешкоджання професійній 
діяльності здається їм найменш вірогідною. 
Співробітники ДАЇ, які прибули на місце 
події, наполягають, що журналіст був у 
нетверезому стані. Лікар травмпункту та 
працівники швидкої цього, однак, не під- 
твердили. Співробітники редакції "Захід- 
ного Донбасу" вважають, що правоохо- 
ронці хочуть просто закрити цю справу. 
Щоб домогтися офіційного та неуперед- 
женого розслідування, депутати міської 
ради та колеги готують відкрите звернення 
до місцевої та регіональної влади. 


Польським інвесторам у 
Львові погрожують 


(Deutsche УМеПе)- Польським підприєм-- 
цям, які займаються бізнесом у Львові, 
погрожують убивством. Про це йдеться в 
офіційному зверненні бізнесмена Єжи 
Коніка, одного з головних інвесторів JIbBIB— 
ського центрального універмагу "Магнус". 

Кілька мільйонів доларів, з них частина 
своїх коштів та банківські кредити, вклали 
головні інвестори - польські бізнесмени в 
ремонтні роботи та відкриття торгового 
центру "Магнус". "Тепер цей бізнес бандит - 
ським методом у нас хочуть забрати", - 
заявив на зустрічі із журналістами акціонер 
товариства Єжи Конік. За його словами, 
22 січня без відома основних акціонерів та 
представників наглядової ради, відбулися 
збори, де було обрано нове керівництво 
ЗАТ "Львівський центральний універмаг" 
та прийнято рішення про зменшення 
статутного фонду компанії майже вдвічі. 


Цього ж дня Бориспільський районний суд 
Київської області затвердив ухвалу. Єжи 
Конік переконаний, що всі перипетії 
довкола "Магнусу" є суцільне беззаконня, 
а швидкість прийняття рішень, особливо 
судових, вказує на причетність до справи 
владних осіб, причому, "коріння" радше йде 
з Києва, - додає Єжи Конік. Бізнесмен 
також заявив, що змушений вивезти свою 
родину до Польщі, оскільки йому 
погрожують. Відповідні звернення вже 
скеровано до генконсула, прокуратури та 
до комітету ВР з боротьби з оргзло- 
чинністю та корупцією. Консул з еконо- 
мічних питань Республіки Польща у Львові 
Міхал Узембло вважає, що цей випадок 
може негативно вплинути на розвиток 
економічних стосунків двох держав, адже 
йдеться про безпеку іноземних інвестицій 
в Україні. 
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Court closes opposition newspaper 


(RFE/RL/Ukrayinska Pravda/The Day/UkrNews)— 
A district court in Kyiv on Jan. 28 ordered the closure 
of the “Silski visti” newspaper after finding it guilty of 
fomenting interethnic antagonisms in Ukraine, Interfax 
and UNIAN reported, quoting the Socialist Party press 
service. 

The decision reportedly followed a lawsuit by an or- 
ganization called the Jewish Antifascist Committee, 
which charged that “Silski visti” reprinted two anti- 
Semitic articles written by Professor Vasyl Yaremenko 
of the International Academy of Personnel Management. 

Socialist Party member Mykola Rudkovskyy told 
UNIAN that the court order was the result of a “politi- 
cal instruction by the presidential administration” aimed 
at “do[ing] away with the largest Ukrainian opposition 
newspaper.” 

Rudkovskyy said a group of lawyers is now prepar- 
ing an appeal against the closure. 

“Silski visti,” which targets primarily rural readers, 
is widely believed to be linked to the Ukrainian So- 
cialist Party and its leader, Oleksandr Moroz. 

Other opposition parties also condemned the move. 

A statement signed by Our Ukraine leader Viktor 
Yushchenko says the closure is a “manifestation of to- 
talitarian policy” of the government vis-a-vis undesir- 
able media and accuses the court of following instruc- 


tions of the authorities to eliminate the opposition me- 
dia outlet. “We condemn the cynical reprisal against 
the opposition newspaper and express our support for 
the “Silski visti’ editors,” reads Our Ukraine’s state- 
ment. 

People’s deputy Yevhen Chervonenko, vice president 
of the Euroasian Jewish Congress and a member of the 
Our Ukraine bloc denounced the articles by Yaremenko 
as “shameful” adding that the newspaper should apolo- 
gize for posting such “infamous materials,” but does 
not think the incident should be used as a pretext to 
close it down. 

He said this was an example of double standards used 
by Ukrainian authorities. 

Chervonenko noted that no one has reacted or closed 
TV channels 1+1 and Inter for labeling the leader of 
Our Ukraine Viktor Yushchenko a Nazi. 

Writing in The Day, Prof. James Mace, a US author- 
ity on Ukraine, said even though the article may have 
been offensive, that does not give government the right 
to shut down media. 

“Tn the Euro-Atlantic world, where Ukraine has said 
it wants to be, we might disagree but do not close down 
each other’s media outlets. I will always stand with my 
brethren and sisters for the people’s right to know vari- 
ous things from various perspectives,” he said. 


5 
AFP protests its exclusion 


(RFE/RL)—French news agency AFP on Jan. 24 disseminated a state- 
ment protesting the refusal by the Ukrainian presidential administration to 
accredit AFP journalist Anna Tsukanova for a Kuchma-Putin news con- 
ference the previous day, Interfax reported. The statement charged that 
Tsukanova was deprived media accreditation for asking Putin upon his 
arrival at Borispil airport near Kyiv an “unsanctioned” question concern- 
ing a possible third presidential term for Kuchma. “This is Ukraine’s in- 
ternal matter. We have come here for a different reason,” Putin replied. 
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Parliament votes down pro-Kuchma proposal 


Cont. from P. 1 
toral system was intense. The Euro- 
pean Union said in a statement on 


Jan. 30 that while it recognized 
Ukraine’s sovereign right to change 
its constitutional framework, the 


Our Ukraine urges debate 
of constitutional amendment 


(RFE/RL)—Viktor Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine party said in a public 
statement on Feb. 4 that it welcomes the Verkhovna Rada’s decision to 
exclude a clause envisaging presidential elections in parliament from the 
constitutional reform bill that was backed by 304 votes the previous day, 
UNIAN reported. 

The statement also claimed that the bill, which was preliminarily ap- 
proved with that and other presidential clauses on Dec. 24, was adopted 
through an illegitimate vote. 

“We will never agree...when the Verkhovna Rada votes without debat- 
ing the bill, without familiarizing deputies with proposed changes, with- 
out taking into account the positions of political forces, just in a show of 
hands and not even attempting to count them,” the statement read. 

Our Ukraine has proposed returning to debate all three constitutional- 
reform drafts submitted to the Verkhovna Rada last year and conducting a 
new vote on all of them. 

Meanwhile, Yuliya Tymoshenko said in the Verkhovna Rada on Feb. 4 
that her parliamentary caucus will challenge the constitutional-reform bill 
endorsed by deputies on Feb. 3 before the Constitutional Court and a court 
of general jurisprudence, Interfax reported. 

“[Our caucus] will consistently act to prevent this reform from becom- 
ing a reality, not because we are against democratization but because we 
are against giving power forever to the [oligarchic] clans,” Tymoshenko 
said. 

She added that if the constitutional-reform bill is adopted in a final read- 
ing by parliament, the president elected in 2004 “will have no powers.” 

She claims that after passing the constitutional reforms, the oligarchic 
clans will continue to wield de facto power in Ukraine through control of 
the Verkhovna Rada and that chamber’s election of a prime minister, who 
would inherit many powers currently vested in the president. 


Kuchma, Putin close “Year of Russia in Ukraine”’ 


(RFE/RL)—Russian President Vladimir Putin visited Kyiv on Jan. 23- 
24 for the official close of the “Year of Russia in Ukraine” — a series of 
cultural events promoting Russia in Ukraine — with his Ukrainian coun- 
terpart Leonid Kuchma, Ukrainian and international media reported. 

“Russia needs a strong Ukraine, while Ukraine, I am confident, needs a 
strong Russia,” Putin said at a gala ceremony in Kyiv on Jan. 23. 

“We reaffirmed the Ukrainian-Russian partnership and good-neighbor- 
liness,’ Kuchma commented on his meeting with Putin. 

The same day, the two sides signed agreements on cooperation between 
steelmakers and nuclear-energy companies. 

The following day, Kuchma and Putin visited the Kyivo-Pecherska Lavra 
(Monastery) in Kyiv, which remains under the administration of the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate). 

“The Ukrainian Orthodox Church is now totally independent, includ- 
ing from the Russian Orthodox Church. 

The only link that remains between the churches is the canonical and 
spiritual link,” Putin said at the monastery. 

“Tn my view, this is a very important factor in the unity of our peoples.” 


Kuchma decrees “Year of Poland іп Ukraine’”’ 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma has signed a decree fur- 
thering organization of “Year of Poland in Ukraine” in 2004, Interfax re- 
ported on Jan. 27, quoting the presidential press service. Deputy Premier 
Dmytro Tabachnyk was tasked with working out a plan of measures within 
the project’s framework aimed at deepening the Ukrainian-Polish strate- 
gic partnership and strengthening bilateral economic and humanitarian ties, 
according to the decree.Kuchma and his Polish counterpart Aleksander 
Kwasniewski are expected to open the Year of Poland in Ukraine on April 
1, during Kwasniewski’s planned three-day visit to Ukraine. 
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proposed reforms could have a 
negative impact on the confidence 
of voters, particularly in an election 
year. The Council of Europe adopted 
a similarly critical report. 

Opposition deputies said their 
struggle is far from over. They are 
seeking to overturn other proposed 
constitutional changes that were pre- 
liminarily approved during a first 
parliamentary reading on Dec. 24. 
Among them is a bid by Kuchma 
supporters to lower the threshold for 
a party to enter parliament from the 
current minimum 4 percent to just 1 
percent. 
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New Employment Insurance 
Compassionate Care Benefit 


If you must be absent from work 
to care for a dying family member, 
maybe we can help. 


The Government of Canada is introducing Compassionate Care, 
a new special Benefit available to Employment Insurance eligible 
workers who must be absent from work to provide support to 
a family member who is gravely ill with a serious risk of death. 


Important facts: 


о Beginning January 4", 2004, six weeks of Compassionate Care 
Benefits will be available to those who are eligible and provide 
the required medical certificate. 


a The Benefit can be used by one individual or shared with eligible 
family members to care for a child, parent, spouse or common-law 
partner who is gravely ill with a serious risk of death. 


For more information about the Compassionate Care Benefit, 
call | 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232),1 800 465-7735 (TTY) or 
visit www.canada.gc.ca. 
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Anti-Semitism used as ploy 
to stifle freedom of the press 


The court-ordered closing of the Socialist Party of Ukraine’s newspa- 
рег, “Silski visti” over a couple of anti-Semitic articles has launched a 
heated debate in Ukraine. 

There are two aspects to this, however. One is the content of the articles 
themselves, the other is the issue of government media control. 

There 15 no question that the articles by Vasyl Yaremenko —‘Jews in 
Ukraine Today: Reality Without Myths,” of Nov. 30, 2003 and the earlier 
“The Myth of Ukrainian Anti-Semitism” are anti-Semitic. It is true that 
many of Ukraine’s ruling criminal elite, notably Viktor Medvedchuk, 
Hryhoriy Surkis, Viktor Pinchuk, Vadym Rabynovych, and Yukhym 
Zyyahilskyy, are Jewish. But the vast majority are ethnic Ukrainians and 
Russians. To claim that “nearly one-third” of the Verkhovna Rada depu- 
ties are Jews and that the Ukrainian parliament is now in the process of 
transforming itself into an “Israeli Knesset” or Ukraine’s “central syna- 
gogue” is preposterous and racist. 

It is also true that a disproportionate number of NK VD forces in Ukraine 
during the 1930s were Jews. In fact, Jews in the former Soviet Union were 
initially strong Communist supporters. This changed when Stalin began 
his purges in the late 30s and continued with accelerated anti-Semitism 
(most notably the “Doctors’ Plot”) in his later years. But claims that NK VD 
was run by “leaders of Zionism” and consisted of 99 percent Jews and that 
during World War П Ukraine was invaded by German fascists along with a 
400,000-strong “horde of Jewish SS men” are totally outrageous. 

Whether this was an actual article or a paid advertisement, which the 
editors of “Silski visit” claim, is irrelevant. Running such racist material 
in either form shows extreme bad judgment on the part of the editors. 
“Silski visti” should apologize for this material and Ukraine’s opposition 
parties should denounce its racist content. 

Nevertheless, it should be noted that many other media outlets and ad- 
уосасу groups are guilty of equally vicious slander. Government-controlled 
media in Ukraine and the Communist press frequently call Viktor 
Yushchenko а “Nazi” and play оп the “Nasha” (Ukrainian for “Our’”) part 
of “Nasha Ukrayina” (Our Ukraine)’s name to refer to its ideology as 
“Nashism”. Yet no Ukrainian state bodies take any actions against this 
slander. Let us also look at our own continent. One of the most blatant 
examples of racist hatemongering was the 1993 "60 Minutes” episode 
entitled “The Ugly face of Freedom’’. Has anybody shut down CBS News? 
Or what about the references to respondents in Canadian Denaturalization 
and Deportation cases — who were not found guilty of any criminal acts, 
and in some cases not even charged with any criminal acts — as “con- 
victed war criminals” by Frank Diamant, Executive Director of B’nai Brith 
in Canada, or “mass murderers” by Bernie Faber, Director of the Cana- 
dian Jewish Congress? Have they been brought to task for these outra- 
geous statements? 

While we mention these examples just to bring a proper context to this 
affair, we note that this in no way justifies the racist content of the 
Yaremenko articles and reiterate our call for an apology and disclaimer on 
the part of “Silski visti” and a condemnation of this material by Ukraine’s 
opposition. 

But the more important issue here is whether these two articles justify a 
court-ordered closure of Ukraine’s largest opposition newspaper. Bearing 
in mind other example of equally vile material, this closure is extremely 

selective. It is also very convenient for an increasingly dictatorial govern- 
ment, which is trying to shut up all opposition forces. 

Bad editorial judgment cannot be condoned, but it does not justify shut- 
ting down the newspaper — especially one which happens to be the larg- 
est-circulation publication of the opposition. The anti-Semitism argument 
here is just a red herring. This action must be seen as a clearly transparent 
attempt by an authoritarian regime to stifle freedom of the press in order 
to maintain their illegitimate control of power. 
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Truth about Holodomor and 
other genocides must be told 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

The late, great Israel Asper knew nothing is free. 
Public funds have a price. So his proposal for a Cana- 
dian Museum of Human Rights in Winnipeg, under- 
written with federal, provincial and municipal сопігі- 
butions, was inclusive. Promised exhibits will cover 
everything from the wartime internment of Japanese 
and Ukrainian Canadians to the Chinese Head Tax. 
Good. 

But Asper’s catholic vision appalled those who in- 
sisted the museum’s focus must be on the Holocaust, 
“unique” not simply for being “one of a kind,” which 
it was, but in the elevated meaning of being most im- 
portant, perhaps even the only genocide befouling his- 
tory. 

Inherently discriminatory for casting out the memory 
of millions of non-Jews enslaved or murdered by the 
Nazis, such a bias renders the very concept nugatory. 
If only one people experienced “genocide” what cau- 
tionary value does enshrining their nightmare have? 
Or, put differently, if what Nazis did to Jews can’t oc- 
cur again, why should taxpayers finance another mu- 
seum (dozens already exist across North America) about 
something that happened somewhere else, more than a 
half-century ago? 

Barney Sneiderman’s thoughtful reflection on these 
contentions was published not long ago (Holocaust is 
unique in way, Winnipeg Free Press, Dec. 13, 2003). 
While conceding the Holocaust was not a greater evil 
than other cases of systematic mass murder, the good 
professor insisted that because the Nazis intended to 
destroy all Jews, and brought an assembly line to the 
slaughter, we must accept the Holocaust as somehow 
Other. Asper also believed so, segregating 20% of the 
museum for a Holocaust Gallery. 

Indisputably, Hitler’s minions killed Jews through- 
out Nazi-occupied Europe. If somehow they had con- 
quered the world they may have tried to expunge all 
Jews. We shall never know for, thankfully, it was the 
Nazis who were erased. Millions died, but Jews sur- 
vived. Out of revulsion over their massacre Israel was 
secured, the ultimate refutation of Hitlerism. 

Yet, as Europe was liberated by force of arms, Stalin 
and the architects of the genocidal Great Famine of 
1932-1933 in Soviet Ukraine, the Holodomor, endured. 
Not only did Ukraine loose more people than any coun- 
try in Nazi-occupied Europe but more Ukrainians per- 
ished in the Terror-Famine than all the Jews murdered 
in the six years of the Second World War. The 
Holodomor was as deliberate an act of a perverted State 
as the Holocaust. What is different, however, is that 
the latter stopped when the Nazis were. The man-made 
Famine started and ended when Stalin said so. 

Today who denies or does not know of the Holo- 
caust? Nuts and know-nothings. Victims still recall it, 
as they should. In contrast, Holodomor survivors often 
won’t speak. They are silent for good reason. After the 
war millions of “Soviet Ukrainians,” press-ganged into 
the Third Reich, found themselves in Western Europe. 
Finally free? No. The Yalta Agreement decreed every- 
one who was a “Soviet citizen” on or before Sept. 1, 
1939, must return. Thousands of refugees were handed 
over by British, American, French, and yes, even Ca- 
nadian soldiers, often at bayonet point. Their forcible 
repatriation was, as Professor Watson Kirkconnell, 


president of the Baptist Federation of Canada wrote to 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King, a “war crime.” Many 
a returnee was executed after delivery. 

Avoiding repatriation meant lying about who one 
was. Righteous Western Ukrainians, technically Pol- 
ish citizens not liable to refoulement, surreptitiously 
schooled Eastern or “Russian” Ukrainians about life in 
interwar Poland, coaching necessary to fool screening. 
How many “Soviet citizens” were rescued by decep- 
tion? No one knows. But I have met many who were 
so saved, most recently in Winnipeg. Knowing that de- 
naturalization and deportation are the penalty for ob- 
taining Canadian citizenship falsely, they can’t bear wit- 
ness publicly. To do so would be to admit they were 
“Soviet citizens,” liars when naturalized. 

Until 1991, when the Soviet canker exfoliated, its 
barkers were all famine deniers. A bevy brayed how 
those who had refused to come “home” were nothing 
but rogues, concoctors of preposterous “myths” about 
famine-genocide, diverting attention from their mis- 
deeds as “Nazi collaborators.” Some “useful idiots” 
shill still. To challenge their calumnies required admit- 
ting you were an illegal immigrant, risking the brand 
of right wing émigré, or worse. Few dared. 

Deep anxieties also persist over what might happen 
“back home” if one is too vocal about the Soviet past. 
Yesteryear’s apparatchiks remain influential, undercut- 
ting sporadic calls for criminal prosecution of the per- 


petrators of communist crimes against humanity. While | 


its victims are now officially remembered on the fourth 
Saturday every November, the Holodomor has not be- 
come a rallying point in Ukrainian national conscious- 
ness, akin to the Holocaust for Jews. Israel defends 
Jewish interests worldwide, Ukraine does not even pre- 
tend to. Israel can’t forget the six million. Ukraine pre- 
tends the remains of many millions more do not satu- 
rate its rich black earth. 

The Holodomor harvested Ukrainian society, left it, 
as British observers noted, “atomized,” the only song 
in many a village the demented chortling of cannibals. 
Ukraine is a post-genocidal society, feculent for ignor- 
ing this past. Whereas the Holocaust’s engineers were 
punished, Ukraine’s reapers haven't faced justice. Even 
history fails to condemn them, for critical archives re- 
main hidden, in Russia. Keen to gorge on a dispropor- 
tionate share of Soviet assets, Moscow palters over cul- 
pability for the Hunger the Soviets wrought. The Rus- 
sians even lobbied at the United Nations to ensure the 
Holodomor was not defined as genocide. Would Ger- 
man diplomats try to sidebar the Shoah? Inconceiv- 
able. 

The Great Famine was the genocide few knew of. 
Many “powers and principalities” are trying to ensure 
we never learn more. That alone makes the Holodomor 
unique. For the Canadian Museum of Human Rights 
to become world class, one of a kind, the truth about 
the Holodomor and other genocides must be told there, 
all Holocaust victims hallowed together. I’m sure that’s 
what Izzie would have wanted, 


Professor Lubomyr Luciuk is author of Searching For 
Place: Ukrainian Displaced Persons, Canada and the 
Migration of Memory (University of Toronto Press, 
2001) and director of research for the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Civil Liberties Association. 


Ethnic press council recognizes Armenian genocide 


(UkrNews)—The National Ethnic Press and Media 
Council of Canada has adopted a resolution recogniz- 
ing the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and called upon 
the federal and provincial governments to recognize it 
as such. 

The text of the resolution is given below: 

“WHEREAS, from 1915 to 1923, 1.5 million Arme- 
nians were murdered by the Ottoman Turkish govern- 
ment as part of a systematic program of genocide; and 

“WHEREAS, Armenians were deprived of their 
homes, their dignity, their lands and ultimately their 
lives; And 

“WHEREAS, the Turkish government has not only 
avoided its responsibility for officially recognizing the 
Armenian Genocide but has embarked on a campaign 
of denial ; and 

“WHEREAS, The Armenian Genocide led to the 
emigration to Canada of tens of thousands of Arme- 
nians who then contributed to Canadian society as a 
whole and who also live and work across Canada; and 

“WHEREAS, the Armenian Genocide has been ac- 
knowledged by Countries and international bodies such 
as Argentina, Belgium, Canada, The Council of Eu- 
rope, Cyprus, The European Parliament, France, Great 
Britain, Greece, Lebanon, Switzerland, Russia, The 


United Nations and Uruguay; and 

“WHEREAS, it is critically important for Canadi- 
ans to acknowledge what happened and to teach present 
and future generations the history of Genocide in or- 
der to prevent future genocides; 

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT The 
National Ethnic Press and Media Council of Canada, 
in the name of Justice, cooperation, human rights, re- 
spect among the nations and the peoples, RECOG- 
NIZES THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE. 

“Calls on upon the Federal Government of Canada to 
implement the June 13, 2003, Senate of Canada resolu- 
tion, which calls for the recognition of the Armenian 
Genocide, and request the Government of Canada affirms 
that and also condemns any attempt by the Turkish Goy- 
ernment to deny or distort this historical truth as being 
anything less than genocide and a crime against human- 
ity. Also calls on upon the Provincial and Federal Соу- 
ernment of Canada to recognize this historical crime and 
to designate April 24th of every year hereafter through- 
out Canada as a day of remembrance of the 1.5 million 
Armenians and all others who fell victims to the first geno- 
cide and all other genocides of the twentieth century. 

“Passed unanimously, in Toronto this 12th day of 
January, 2004.” 


A 
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PACE censures efforts to 
change the constitution 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—The Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe (PACE) on Jan. 29 
held a debate in Strasbourg on the political 
crisis in Ukraine, censuring Kyiv for the way 
it is trying to make changes to the constitu- 
tion. 

The assembly voted to adopt a report that 
says that the council believes the Ukrainian 
government and supporters of President Le- 
onid Kuchma are trying to change the con- 
stitution in an effort to retain power after 
presidential elections in October. 

The government says it wants to transform 
Ukraine into a parliamentary republic by 
transferring many of the strong presidential 
powers to a prime minister. It also wants 
scheduled October elections to elect a presi- 
dent for only two years. Presidents would be 
elected by parliament starting in 2006. 

The opposition disrupted parliament last 
month after it accused the pro-Kuchma 
grouping of falsifying the results of the first 
vote on the constitutional amendments on 
Dec. 24. 

Earlier this month, the Council of Europe 
sent two members of its Parliamentary As- 
sembly to Ukraine to investigate. The head 
of the team, Danish parliamentarian Hanne 
Severinsen, presented a report before a 
lengthy PACE debate Jan. 29. She said: “Cer- 
tain initiatives in Ukraine run counter to the 
country’s commitments vis a vis the Coun- 
cil of Europe,” and that the constitution 
should not be amended before the presiden- 
tial election. 

“What will, in fact, those who want to 
change the constitution [obtain] with the new 
constitution?” she asked. “[How] can power 
continue to be on one or another side?” 

Ukraine asked the Council of Europe’s 
expert legal body — the Venice Commission 
— to examine the proposed changes. The 
Venice Commission said the proposals fell 
far short of appropriate standards and rec- 
ommended they be revised. Ukrainian au- 
thorities have so far disregarded the advice, 
however. 

The secretary-general of the Council of 
Europe, Walter Schwimmer, told RFE/RL 
today that he hopes the Ukrainian govern- 
ment will modify its plans and implement 
the Venice Commission’s recommendations. 

Severinsen said the attempts to change the 
constitution are being conducted without the 
seriousness such moves merit: “Constitu- 
tional change is something serious. You don’t 

just [change it] as you [change] a shirt. And 
also I think it is very important that you look 
at the content. The Venice Commission has 
said that this is not a step forward but a step 
backward.” 

Ukraine has been warned before by the 
Council of Europe for behaving contrary to 
its standards. There was no attempt to sus- 
pend Ukraine’s membership Jan. 29, but it 
has been made clear that Kyiv risks suspen- 
sion if it continues to ignore democratic 
norms. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Kostyantyn 
Hryshchenko traveled to the Parliamentary 
Assembly session to appeal that the report 
not be accepted by the assembly. 

“In reality,” he said, “we do not have any 
constitutional or political crisis in Ukraine. 
What we do have is a heated and sometimes 
very emotional debate on the best ways and 
means to secure these goals. The key point 
is that the constitutional changes that now 
are under consideration in the parliament are 
being pursued within the framework of the 
existing constitution and the established le- 
gal procedures.” 

He said the Council of Europe has sent a 
very strong message to Ukraine and that Kyiv 
wants to work closely with the council in the 
future. But he maintained that the proposed 
constitutional changes are essential. 

“We need to establish a better balance 
among three branches of power with the 
highest guarantees of democratic freedoms. 
This is the sole, real purpose of the proposed 
constitutional reform in Ukraine,” he added. 


The views of Ukrainian members of the 
Parliamentary Assembly reflected the bitter 
divisions in the Ukrainian parliament, with 
some supporting the report censuring the 
Ukrainian government, while others passion- 
ately argued against it. 

A former Ukrainian justice minister, Serhiy 
Holovaty, accused Kuchma of corruption and 
said he is using the constitutional changes in 
an attempt to hang on to power. He said it is 
ironic that the words of a French philoso- 
pher writing 200 years ago describe the situ- 
ation in Ukraine today. 

“When more than two centuries ago, a 
prominent political thinker of the Enlight- 
enment, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, stated — 
quote — ‘It is a bad state of affairs when a 
nation has, as its chief, the born enemy of its 
liberty of which he ought to be the defender’ 
— unquote — it could hardly be predicted 
that these words would be completely rel- 
evant now at the beginning of the 21st cen- 
tury to modern Ukraine.” 

Yuriy Kostenko, a member of the Ukrai- 
nian opposition and a PACE delegate, ap- 
pealed for the help of the Council of Europe 
and other European institutions, saying that 
without a democratic Ukraine, there can be 
no truly democratic Europe. 

“The [methods with] which the parliamen- 
tary majority is trying to alter the basic law 
violates the norms of our constitution and the 
rules of procedure of the [parliament] of 
Ukraine,” he said. 

Some members of the Ukrainian delega- 
tion who back the government tried to have 
the Council of Europe’s report dismissed. 
Boris Oliynik, a Communist member of the 
Ukrainian parliament and a PACE delegate, 
said the council should not have been 
troubled with this matter because the Ukrai- 
nian parliament has not yet exhausted all pos- 
sibilities of compromise. 

Some other PACE members, such as 
Michael Hancock, a Liberal Party member 
of the British Parliament, also questioned 
whether Severinsen and her colleagues had 
been objective in their report. The Ukrainian 
government has accused them of being in- 
fluenced by the opposition. 

Hancock said the Council of Europe and 
PACE should not take sides in internal quar- 
rels: “Now, if this Council of Europe is go- 
ing to have any credibility at all, surely we 
have to start to examine, in detail, that re- 
ports actually do reflect accurately the situa- 
tion, and that we’re not just pandering to the 
opposition in any country — not just 
Ukraine, but any country. We cannot be a 
substitute for a parliamentary debate or a 
political dialogue inside the internal work- 
ings of any nation.” 

Pro-Kuchma members of the Ukrainian 
delegation accused their opposition col- 
leagues of disrupting the proceedings of the 
Ukrainian parliament in an antidemocratic 
way to prevent the constitutional changes 
from going through. Ukrainian PACE del- 
egate and opposition member Roman 
Zvarych admitted that the opposition had, 
indeed, caused disruptions, but explained 
why. 

“Have you been told that the draft that was 
supposedly voted on December 24 was dis- 
tributed that morning, that very morning?” 
he asked. “I ask you as responsible parlia- 
mentarians, “Would you vote оп a draft that 
you received that very morning?’ I’m not 
talking about a law on milk. I’m not talking 
about a business law. I’m talking about your 
constitution. Your constitution!” 

Zvarych said the vote in support of the re- 
port criticizing the Ukrainian government is 
a “victory for democratic forces in Ukraine.” 
Kostenko said he had never seen the Ukrai- 
nian authorities so concerned and that they 
had put a lot of effort into trying to stop the 
report from being approved. He believes the 
outcome in Strasbourg will help opposition 
forces in Ukraine fight the constitutional pro- 
posals at home. 


EU worried over 
Ukraine’s political reform 


(RFE/RL)—The European Union on Jan. 
30 expressed concern about a campaign in 
Ukraine to amend the constitution which 
would pave the way for President Leonid 
Kuchma to stay in power past his second 
term. 

The EU said in a statement that while it rec- 
ognized Ukraine’s sovereign right to change 
its constitutional framework, the proposed 
reforms could have a negative impact on the 
confidence of voters, particularly in an elec- 
tion year. 


Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, 
on Dec. 24 passed on first reading a bill that 
would allow the president to be elected by 
deputies instead of through a popular vote. 
The amended constitution would come into 
effect in 2006. 

Ukraine’s Constitutional Court then cleared 
Kuchma to run for a third term in the October 
presidential election. 

The EU statement said, "а constitutional 
change must draw its legitimacy from real 
popular support for its objectiveness.” 


Presidential aide blasts 
“absurd” resolution 


(RFE/RL)—Oleksandr Zadorozniy, perma- 
nent representative of the Ukrainian president 
in the Verkhovna Rada, said on Jan. 30 that 
the Jan. 29 resolution by the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
warning Kyiv against pushing the current po- 
litical reform by unconstitutional means is an 
“ultimatum,” UNIAN reported. 

Zadorozhniy said the resolution is “abso- 
lutely absurd” and does not reflect the situa- 


tion in Ukraine in either a factual or legal 
sense. 

He added that the resolution was drafted 
“by two crazy ladies who do not understand 
Ukrainian developments at all,” in an appar- 
ent reference to PACE monitors Hanne 
Severinsen and Renate Wohlwend. 

According to Zadorozhniy, the PACE in- 
tends to impose opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko as a new president on Ukraine. 


Melnychenko meets Severinsen 


(Ukrayinska Pravda)}—Former presidential 
security officer Maj. Mykola Melnychenko, 
who was seen in Strasbourg on Jan. 29, met 
with PACE rapporteur on Ukraine Hanne 
Severinsen. 

Melnychenko says they discussed a new ex- 
amination of the recordings he has clandes- 
tinely made in the cabinet of President 
Kuchma. The government of Ukraine has re- 
cently allocated Hr 850,000 for new exami- 
nation of the recordings. 

Melnychenko says he has provided no re- 
cordings for this expertise yet. 

During the meeting they have also touched 
upon the Verkhovna Rada resolution, issued 
Jan. 10 2002, that requests the Council of Eu- 


rope to choose a country to conduct an inter- 
national examination of the recordings. 

Melnychenko and Severinsen agreed that 
the case of murdered journalist Gongadze 
must be considered along with other the cases: 
Elyashkevych, Podilskyi etc. 

Melnychenko came to Strasbourg during 
the debate on Ukrainian political crisis in the 
PACE. He told reporters he had to “settle num- 
ber of issues.” 

The European Human Right Court, head- 
quartered near the PACE, is considering a 
complaint by Melnychenko against the ban 
for him to run to Verkhovna Rada under the 
list of the Socialists at the 2002 parliamen- 
tary elections. 


Kuchma finds new “defenders” 


(Itar-Tass)—Many deputies of the Russian 
State Duma have reacted to PACE decision 
to put the constitutional crisis in Ukraine on 
the agenda of PACE debates as an act of in- 
terference into the internal affairs of a sover- 
eign state, according to the results of a blitz 
poll conducted by Itar-Tass. 

Deputy chairman of the Duma committee 
for affairs of the CIS Andrei Savelyev said 
that the discussion of this problem at PACE 
would be a direct interference into the affairs 
of a foreign state. “Whatever critical my per- 
sonal attitude to President Kuchma might be, 
Ihave much more criticism of part of the op- 
position that is acting against Kuchma who 
confronts direct destroyers of Ukraine’s state- 
hood and enemies of Russia,” Saveleyev said. 

Natalia Narochnitskaya, an expert in the in- 
ternational law and deputy chairwoman of the 
Committee for international affairs, said that 
PACE should not interfere into the internal 
affairs of any state — either Russia or 
Ukraine. The Council of Europe is an exclu- 


sively ideological organization that seeks uni- 
form legal and ideological order; it is a kind 
of the ГУ Liberal International, she said. 

Any member of the international commu- 
nity can express concern over this or that prob- 
lem, but the point is how that should be done, 
she noted. As for the Council of Europe, “this 
organisation is not distinguished by proper 
tact, and it puts forward ideas, including on 
matters of our home politics, that are unthink- 
able in classical international relations, 
Narochnitskaya said. 

Aleksei Mitrofanoy, the MP from the LDPR 
bloc, declared that the Ukrainian problem on 
PACE agenda was an” interference into 
Ukraine’s internal affairs.” This is especially 
inadmissible because at issue is a peaceful 
settlement of the crisis in Ukraine. The West 
should better show more interest in the situa- 
tion in other countries, such as Albania, that 
has much more problems as far as democracy 
is concerned, than Ukraine, Mitrofanov said. 


Mukachevo officials seeks asylum in US. 


(RFE/RL)—Two former deputy mayors of 
the town of Mukachevo in Transcarpathian 
Oblast are reportedly complaining of politi- 
cal persecution and asking U.S. authorities to 
give them political asylum, Interfax reported 
on Jan. 21. 

According to the Our Ukraine press service, 
Zoltan Lendel and Oleksandr Halay handed 
their requests for asylum, addressed to U.S. 
President George W. Bush, to a U.S. Embassy 
officer in Mukachevo on Jan. 21. 

The town is currently witnessing a stand- 
off between supporters of Our Ukraine and 


the Social Democratic Party-united (SDPU- 
0) over a June local election. 

Our Ukraine candidate Vasyl Petyovka won 
a disputed mayoral election in Mukachevo in 
June. 

His closest rival, Ernest Nuser, who was 
supported by the SDPU-o, demanded that the 
ballot be annulled. 

President Kuchma appointed Myroslav 
Opachko acting mayor in Mukachevo in De- 
cember. 

The town’s electoral commission has sched- 
uled a new vote for April 18. 


Виступ учнів Рідної Школи 


Ukrainian Мівуув/Українські вісті, February 4-20, 2004, 4-20 лютого, 2004 


“On хто, хто Миколая любить" 


Тамара Воротиленко 

20 грудня вже минулого для всіх нас року в Домі 
Української Молоді зібралося багато дорослих та дітей. 
Це учні Рідної Школи при церкві Святого Юрія запросили 
до себе на концерт Святого Миколая батьків та родичів. 

На початку, директор школи Ірина Коломийчук приві- 
тала всіх присутніх з надходячими різдвяними святами і 
подякувала всім, хто допомогав при підготовці цього свята. 
Пані Грина також розповіла про Te, що учні Рідної Школи 
хотіли щоб всі діти не тільки в Канаді, але iB Україні мали 
змогу отримати на Різдво подарунки від Святого Миколая, 


тому вони збирали гроші для дітей-сиріт інвалідів з дитя- 
чого будинку, що знаходиться в місті Цюрюпинськ, об- 
ласть Херсон в Україні. 

Вчителька четвертого класу Марія Мирутенко поділи- 
лася своїми спогадами про літній табір відпочинку в горах 
для дітей-сиріт, який зорганізувала канадійська організація 
"Приятелі дітей" і де вона працювала влітку. 

Потім учнів та гостей привітав Отець Тарасенко. Він 
сказав, що через програму Рідної Школи продовжується 
наша мова, наша спадщина, виховується любов до рідної 
України. Отець Тарасенко ще раз виказав подяку дітям, 


батькам та вчителям, хто кожної суботи приходить до 
Рідної Школи, витрачаючи свій вихідний день. 

"Тоді розпочався святочний концерт. Діти співали різдвяні 
пісні, декламували вірші. Кожний клас показав невеличкі 
сценки, де були задіяні всі учні. Шкільний хор заспівав пісні 
"Білий сніжок", "Ми сніжиночки маленькі", "На небі зірка" 
та "Забілів снігами гай". Молоді артисти отримали бурхливі 
оплески за свої виступи. На прикінці, діти покликали 
Святого Миколая піснею "Ой хто, хто Миколая любить». І 
він прийшов, та й ще приніс подарунки для всіх дітей, бо 
всі діти були чемними та слухняними в минулому році. 


Welcome to the Shevchenko Museum! 
Ласкаво Просимо до Музею Шевченка! 


Open Monday to Friday 
9:30 am - Noon 
Wednesday & Thursday 
from 1 pm to 4 pm 
Groups by Appointment 


Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6P 1A7 
tel: 416 534-8662 
fax: 416 535-1063 


Museum ... Art Gallery ... Library 


FREE ADMISSION - DONATION APPRECIATED 
Visit us at www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/ 


Комітет Українських Жіночих 
Організацій Кдмонтону 
ЛУКЖК, ЛУК-ж, СУК, ОУК 


влаштовує 


СВЯТО ГЕРОЇНЬ 


В 50-ту Річницю Присвячується Пам'яті 
500 Героїчних Жінок-Політв'язнів Кінгіру 


Неділя, 22-го лютого 2004 р. в год. 2:30 поп. 
Дім Української Молоді 9615 - 153 Ave. в Едмонтоні 


У мистецькій програмі: 
Жіночий хор; дитячий драматичний гурток «Джерело»; 
Лілея Волянська- сопрано; 

Галя Цар, Тетяна Глусь, Оля Планчак - деклямації 


Вступ - добровільні пожертви 


Щиро запрошуємо українську громаду щоб своєю участю 
вшанувати жінок-героїнь. 


Українські миротворці в снігах 
готуються служити в пустелі 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Упродовж лютого-березня відбудеться ротація 
українських миротворців в Ipaky. Їх замінять півтори 
тисячі нових військовослужбовців, які щонайменше 
півроку служитимуть у складі багатонаціональної 
дивізії коаліційних сил. Цими днями підрозділ управ-- 
ління 6-ї окремої механізованої бригади, особовий 
склад якого теж буде відправлений до Ipaky, 3aBep— 
шує бойову підготовку на Яворівському військо- 
вому полігоні, що на Львівщині. 

Наразі постріли на полігоні не загрожують нічи-- 
єму життю. Але в Іраку кожен крок буде сповнений 
небезпек. Українські військові там охоронятимуть 
блокпости, супроводжуватимуть конвої, а підроз- 
діли військової поліції підтримуватимуть порядок у 
населених пунктах, дбатимуть про безпеку мирного 
населення. 

Половина особового складу бригади, що невдовзі 
відбуде до Іраку, - вихідці із західних регіонів 
України. Майже 150 вояків уже брали участь у 
миротворчих операціях та бойових діях, більшість 
ізних неодружені, понад 300 осіб мають вищу освіту. 
Цікавий факт: понад 60 % вояків цього підрозділу 
не мають власного даху над головою. Відтак відразу 
стає зрозумілим їхнє бажання опинитися в Іраку: 
переважна більшість назвала матеріальну зацікав-- 
леність основною метою своєї служби там, адже 
українські офіцери зможуть отримувати щомісяця 
зарплату у розмірі понад тисячу доларів США, 
рядові - 600-650. 

Рядовий Олександр Власюк із Рівненщини не знає, 
як буде звикати до кліматичних умов в Іраку, особ-- 
ливо після дошкульних українських морозів. Цікав-- 
люсь, як батьки поставилися до його рішення від- 


бути в Ірак: «Як поставились? Поставились не 
дуже... Але що поробиш?» Втім, Олександр хоче 
щось заробити на життя. У той же час половина 
рядових вояків із числа тих, кому пропонували за 
контрактом служити в Іраку, відмовилися туди 
їхати, пояснюючи своє рішення тим, що проти цього 
були їхні батьки. 

Вперше у складі українського батальйону служи-- 
тимуть 8 жінок із медичної роти. Вони чомусь уни- 
кали говорити про те, що їдуть, аби просто заробити 
гроші. А тим часом чимало українських офіцерів, у 
тому числі й генерали, досі мешкають у гурто- 
житках. 

Цього разу українських миротворців забезпечили 
новою військовою формою, що більше надається 
для служби в умовах спекотного клімату. Виго- 
товили її в Україні. Вояків наділили більш якісними 
сонцезахисними окулярами, надійнішими броне- 
жилетами. Правда, останні важать 11 з половиною 
кілограмів. Український бронежилет - найважчий 
у військах коаліції. Але навіть американські вояки 
в Іраку позичають українські бронежилети. Як 
зауважив генерал-майор Сергій Островський, KO— 
мандир 6-i бригади, який нещодавно побував в Граку 
і вже 4 лютого відбуде туди на службу, висока якість 
військового обмундирування дуже важлива на служ-- 
бі, особливо коли на вулиці 35 градусів вище нуля. 

Цікаво, що до Іраку у складі миротворчої бригади 
відбудуть і два священики Української Православної 
церкви Московського патріархату. Хоча, як мені 
вдалося з'ясувати, більшість вояків бригади нале-- 
жать до Української Православної церкви Київсь- 
кого патріархату. Але у Міністерстві оборони Yxpa— 
їни цей факт воліють, очевидно, ігнорувати. 


У Москві знову обговорюють питання Тузли 


Василь Варгас, Львівська газета, 30 січня, 2004 

Учора в Москві розпочався черговий раунд пере-- 
говорів про розмежування акваторій Азовського та 
Чорного морів на рівні заступників міністрів закор-- 
донних справ України та Росії. Переговори стар- 
тували з чергових звинувачень російської сторони 
на адресу України. 

Як повідомляє РІА "Новости", голова російської 
делегації, заступник голови МЗС Росії Віктор 
Калюжний звинуватив Україну в тому, що вона 
поглиблює дно між Тузлою та російським берегом. 
"Не можу не сказати того, що в нас викликають 
занепокоєння абсолютно незрозумілі роботи з 
поглиблення дна між Тузлою та краснодарською 
береговою лінією, - заявив Калюжний. - Це ство-- 
рює проблеми для судноплавного каналу, але голов-- 
не те, що ви наступаєте на ті ж граблі, що й ми, це 


непорозуміння, ми повинні обговорити та вирішити 
цю проблему». 

Нагадаємо, що попередній раунд переговорів від-- 
бувся 4 грудня минулого року, а 24 грудня в Керчі 
президенти України та Росії Леонід Кучма та Вла- 
дімір Путін підписали угоду про співпрацю у вико-- 
ристанні Азовського моря та Керченської протоки, 
яка передбачає спільну експлуатацію Керченської 
протоки і визначає Азовське море як внутрішні води 
двох країн. Цю угоду експерти оцінили як поступку 
JI. Кучми. Адже раніше Україна самостійно вико-- 
ристовувала Керченську протоку та вимагала, щоб 
Азовське море поділили згідно з нормами міжна-- 
родного права - так, щоб кордон проходив між точ-- 
ками суходільного кордону України та Росії. У 
цьому випадку Україна контролювала б 2/3 території 
моря. 
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Iraqi paper lists 


eroups Saddam 


allegedly bribed with oil 


Russian, Ukrainian political 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—The Iraqi daily newspaper “Al-Mada” 
in its Jan. 25 edition published a sensational list of com- 
panies, organizations, and individuals who allegedly 
were allocated crude oil in return for political support 
for the regime of Saddam Hussein. 

Among the organizations and individuals named in 
the article are: In Russia, among others, Zarubezhneft 
174.5 million barrels, Rosneft 66.9 million (the article 
claims that the oil was destined for the Russian 
president’s office and 1 million for Vladimir Titorenko, 
the Russian ambassador in Iraq), the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church (5 million barrels), the head of the Russian 
presidential administration (5 million), the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Russia (79.8 million), the Com- 
munist Party (1 million), and Yukos (2 million). In 
Ukraine, the Social Democratic Party was allegedly 
allocated 1 million, the Communist Party (6 million), 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny (8 million), and the Socialist Party 
of Ukraine (1 million). In Belarus, the presidential ad- 
ministration allegedly received 1 million barrels, and 
the Liberal Party 1 million. 

The former British Labour member of Parliament and 
longtime supporter of Saddam Hussein, George Gallo- 
way, is mentioned in the article a number of times as a 
recipient of some 17 million barrels of oil, which al- 
legedly were funneled to him through a number of dif- 
ferent companies. Galloway had been accused of get- 
ting money from Hussein in 2002 by the British news- 
paper “The Daily Telegraph” and denied the charges at 
that time. 

Among other individuals named by “Al-Mada” are 
the son of late Egyptian President Nasser, former Jor- 


parties among beneficiaries 


danian parliamentarian Tujan al-Faysal, the current 
president of Indonesia, the son of the president of Leba- 
non, and the son of the Syrian defense minister. 

Iraqi Oil Ministry Undersecretary Abdul Sahib 
Salman Qotob told the AFP news agency on Jan. 27 
that documents belonging to the State Oil Marketing 
Organization (SOMO) “reveal how Saddam jeopardized 
the oil wealth of Iraq on personalities who had sup- 
ported him and turned a blind eye on the mass graves 
and injustice he inflicted on the sons of the Iraqi people.” 

According to AFP, the ministry was working with 
Interpol to recover the money “allegedly made by fig- 
ures cashing in millions of barrels of crude oil they had 
received for free.” 

Spokesmen for both the Russian Orthodox Church 
and the Liberal Democratic Party led by Vladimir 
Zhirinovskii denied the charges, according to 
“Nezavisimaya gazeta” on Jan. 29. The paper noted 
that the Russian Orthodox Church had been involved 
in oil trading since 1990, when it became the co-owner 
of the International Economic Cooperation society and 
partook in government projects designed to help fund 
federal programs in Russia. A delegation from the 
church visited Iraq prior to the war, where the head of 
the delegation handed Hussein a letter of support from 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia Aleksii II. 

The secretary of the Russian Communist Party, Oleg 
Kulikov, told “Nezavisimaya gazeta” that the article 
was “black PR” and that everything which is occurred 
in Iraq “was under the control of American special ser- 
vices.” 

Neither the Ukrainian nor Belarusian press has writ- 
ten about these charges so far. 
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U.S.-Ukraine-relations on the brink 


Recent political developments in 
Ukraine have so alarmed the United 
States that relations between the two 
countries are teetering on the brink 
once again after a period of rap- 
prochement last year, reported 
Agence France Presse, citing a senior 
State Department official Jan. 29. 

The official said Kyiv’s heavy- 
handed tactics against the opposition 
threatened to bring US-Ukraine ties 
to their lowest point since Washing- 
ton alleged in 2002 that President 
Leonid Kuchma had personally ap- 
proved the sale of early warning ra- 
dar equipment to Iraq in violation 
of UN sanctions. 

Since then and until October 
2003, the official said that relations 
had improved, notably with 
Ukraine’s participation in Iraqi sta- 
bilization, but that they had now re- 
lapsed due to a growing trend of 
political repression. 

"Ра like to say that the relationship 
has moved onward and forward since 
then,” the official said, referring to a 
brief September meeting between US 
President George W. Bush and 
Kuchma at the United Nations. 

“T can’t do that,” the official told 
reporters on condition of anonym- 
ity. “The relationship has once again 
been troubled by Ukrainian indiscre- 
tions in the area of democracy. And 
that’s putting it politely.” 

The official slammed govern- 
ment-sponsored harassment of op- 
position demonstrations in Ukraine, 
a proposed amendment to radically 
alter the constitution just months 
ahead of October presidential elec- 
tions and signs that Kuchma may 
seek a third term which is prohib- 
ited by the current constitution. 

“We think it would be a very good 
thing for there to be a new president 
after the next election,” the official 
said. 

Pointing to highly critical remarks 
made by US ambassador to Ukraine, 
John Herbst, in December the offi- 
cial also took issue with Kuchma’s 
subtle accusations that Washington 
was behind the ouster of former Geor- 


gian president Eduard Shevardnadze. 

Shevardnadze was forced to re- 
sign in November after massive pro- 
tests against rigged parliamentary 
polls and Kuchma and others au- 
thoritarian leaders in the former So- 
viet Union watched warily as 
Georgia’s “rose revolution” saw a 
pro-western president overwhelm- 
ingly elected in January. 

The US official denied any US 
role in Georgia’s revolution but 
pointedly recalled Herbst’s Dec. 23 
speech in Kyiv in which the envoy 
said Shevardnadze had failed to 
heed Washington’s advice about free 
and fair polls. 

“Long in advance of the run-up 
to Georgia’s elections, we conferred 
with President Shevardnadze and 
others in the country on the need to 
hold free and fair elections,”’ Herbst 
said in his speech. “That obviously 
did not happen.” 

The official also said Washington 
shared the opinion of the Council of 
Europe, a pan-European human 
rights and democracy body, which 
on Jan. 29 censured the proposed 
constitutional amendment that 
would scrap direct elections of the 
president. 

Kuchma responded by accusing 
the council of interfering in the in- 
ternal affairs of the former Soviet re- 
public. 

In December, a bill to amend the 
constitution and have the president 
elected by parliament rather than by 
universal suffrage passed its first 
reading after a stormy session where 
opposition parties boycotted the vote. 

Shortly after the bill passed its first 
reading, Ukraine’s Constitutional 
Court ruled that a two-term limit did 
not apply to Kuchma, since his first 
term began in 1994, before the con- 
stitution was adopted in 1996. 

The US official noted with irony 
that the same court had previously 
ruled the opposite way in a case in- 
volving other senior Ukrainian offi- 
cials, an inconsistency not addressed 
by the judges in the latest decision. 

The official said that unless the 
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October election is deemed to meet 
international standards, US-Ukraine 
relations will be severely damaged 
but that the converse was also true. 

“Our relationship will get much 
better if the elections are free and 
fair,” the official said. “They will get 
complicated if they proceed the way 
they ’ve begun.” 


Invites you to 
50 AMMIVERSARY 


"А Celebration of Ukrainian Song” 


Maria Dytyniak, Conductor 


Sunday, February 15, 2004 
3:00 PM 


Humbercrest United Church 
16 Baby Point Rd., Toronto, Ontario 


For further information and tickets contact: 
Halya: (416) 503-2409 West Arka:(416) 762-8751 
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США хочуть бачити 


Україну квітучою державою | зм 


Сергій Кисельов, Радіо Свобода 

Заступник Державного секретаря США у справах Європи та Євразії 
Елізабет Джоунз заявила на прес-конференції, 23 січня, яку вона по 
цифровому відеоканалу давала з Вашингтона українським жур- 
налістам, що експортний контроль в Україні не повинен дозволяти в 
майбутньому вивозити озброєння до тих країн, до яких воно не має 
потрапляти. Йшлося про скандал із радарними установками україн-- 
ського виробництва "Кольчуга", у продажеві яких режимові Саддама 
Гусейна було на початку 2003 року звинувачено Київ. 

Візит російського президента Владимира Путіна до Києва, а також 
несподівана завірюха позначилися на кількості журналістів, які прий-- 
шли на відео-прес-конференцію Джоунз. Саме це зауважив посол 
США в Україні Джон Гербст, відкриваючи прес-конференцію й 
надаючи слово пані Джоунз. Вона з телеекрана окреслила ті непогані 
політичні двосторонні стосунки, які нині склалися між Вашингтоном 
та Києвом, зауваживши, що США хочуть бачити Україну як квітучу 
демократичну державу, що зорієнтована на Європу. 

Джоунз також зупинилася на проблемі Іраку. Вона наголосила, що 
українське військо дуже ефективно тут працює, що український 
контингент високопрофесійно допомагає США, що це сприяє поглиб-- 
ленню взаємодії України та НАТО. На думку американського дипло-- 
мата, "чим більше Україна матиме своїх представників в Іраку, тим 
більше шансів вона здобуде для того, щоб отримати контракти на 
подальший розвиток цієї країни". 

Заступник Держсекретаря США зауважила, що справа загиблого 
українського телеоператора Тараса Процюка переглядатися не буде. 
А відповідаючи на запитання радіо "Свобода" про те, що кінець-кінцем 
засвідчило розслідування скандалу з українськими радарними уста-- 
новками "Кольчуга", які Київ буцімто постачав режимові Саддама Гу-- 
сейна в обхід санкцій ООН, відповіла дипломатично: "Питання 
"Кольчуг", чи, точніше, неналежна передача військового обладнання, 
справді могла зашкодити інтересам і безпеці Сполучених Штатів та 
Британії. Свого часу наше співробітництво з Україною в розслідуванні 
цієї справи було непоганим. І воно таким і залишається. Я думаю, що 
краще все ж таки нам зосереджуватися на тих позитивних кроках, які 
ми можемо спільно здійснювати в Іраку, й, окрім того, на тому, щоб 
експортний контроль в Україні не дозволяв би на майбутнє вивозити 
озброєння до тих країн, до яких воно б не мало, Ha нашу спільну думку, 
вивозитися. Саме тут і треба зосереджувати наші зусилля", - додала 
Елізабет Джоунз. 


До вступу України в НАТО ще є час 


Славко Волинський, Радіо Свобода 

На запитання нашого брюссельського кореспондента, які шанси має 
Україна, щоби вступити до НАТО в наступній хвилі розширення і коли 
власне відбудеться ця хвиля, один із чільних чиновників НАТО відповів: 

«Ваша остання ремарка буде початком моєї відповіді: нікому не 
відомо, коли буде наступна хвиля розширення НАТО. Це питання буде 
розглянуте влітку в Стамбулі під час саміту НАТО, але наразі я не 
знаю, яке рішення буде ухвалене. 

А щодо України, то ми маємо особливий робочий план. Із Україною 
в нас є спільний цільовий план, план дій. Основним центром уваги у 
співробітництві з Україною нині є здійснення воєнних реформ i 
реструктуризація збройних сил. Це головна наша спільна мета, якої 
ми прагнемо досягти. Для здійснення всього цього вже існує механізм 
— це Комісія Україна-НАТО, в рамках якої ми регулярно проводимо 
консультації. 

А щодо членства в альянсі, то, як я вже говорив, це питання ми 
будемо розглядати пізніше», - заявив високий урядовець НАТО й додав: 
"А спершу Україна мала б виконати свої нинішні зобов'язання". 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Ук 


аїні? 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну 1 про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати i ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, будь 
ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 

Address 

City 

Це дарунок від: 


IH: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): $65.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]) 
Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 
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Ющенко: Мільйони українців 


ушені залишати свої родини і 


їхати на заробітки за кордон 


(Прес-служба "Нашої України")- -Лідер "Нашої 
України" Віктор Ющенко, а також народні депутати 
Оксана Білозір та Олег Рибачук в ході дводенного 
візиту до Португалії, 2-го лютого зустрілися з yKpa— 
їнськими заробітчанами, які змушені працювати за 
кордоном. 

Ющенко поінформував українців про свою зус- 
тріч з прем'єр-міністром Португалії Хосе Мануелем 
Дурао і підкреслив, що "в особі глави португаль- 
ського уряду наша держава має ефективного парт- 
нера, який готовий до діалогу щодо врегулювання 
проблем, пов'язаних з вимушеною трудовою міг- 
рацією?. Лідер "Нашої України" позитивно оцінив 
кроки, які зробив португальський уряд щодо Bpe— 
гулювання проблеми трудової міграції і висловив 
сподівання, що "такий пакет документів, який Укра- 
ina підписала з Португалією, буде узгоджено з інши-- 
ми державами". "Це дуже допоможе нашим спів- 
вітчизникам, які змушені заробляти гроші за кор- 
доном," - переконаний Віктор Ющенко. 

Представники "Нашої України" поінформували 
українську громаду в Португалії про проект "Чет- 
верта хвиля?, мета якого - налагодити комунікації 
з тими людьми, які через економічні негаразди 
змушені були залишити свою країну. В ході цього 
проекту буде створено інтернет-сторінку і теле- 
фонну "гарячу лінію", за допомогою яких українські 
заробітчани зможуть отримати безкоштовні KOH— 
сультації, правову допомогу. 

Представники української громади в Португалії 
заявили, що вони були змушені виїхати за кордон 


через безробіття в Україні, але залишаються грома- 
дянами своєї держави і прагнуть брати активну 
участь у політичній діяльності, зокрема - у виборах. 
Голова української громади в Португалії Василь 
Шайтанюк зазначив на зустрічі, що перед 
посольством України в Португалії ставилося 
питання про відкриття виборчих дільниць у містах, 
де компактно мешкають трудові мігранти з України, 
- Лісабоні, Порто тощо. Шайтанюк наголосив також 
на необхідності активно вирішувати проблеми 
правового та соціального захисту українських заро-- 
бітчан, узаконення статусу закордонного українця. 
Голова української громади в Португалії зазначив, 
що багато українців змушені працювати за кор- 
доном, але вони інвестують в Україну гроші, yrpu— 
муючи свої родини, які залишилися в Україні. І коли 
ці заробітчани будуть повертатися додому, вони 
мають відчувати, що держава дбає про них, вирішує 
їхні соціальні проблеми, пенсії. 

Ющенко заявив, що це є українською трагедією, 
коли 7 мільйонів батьків і матерів змушені залишати 
своїх дітей i заробляти гроші. "Ледарі не їдуть на 
заробітки за кордон. Сюди їдуть ті, хто здатен відпо- 
відати за себе і за родину. В основі цього явища ле- 
жать соціальні проблеми, головна з яких - політика 
чинної влади, яка не дає можливості влаштувати 
життя громадян у власній країні, робить їх вигнан-- 
цями. Обов'язок влади - створити такі умови, за яких 
люди, які змушені працювати за кордоном, зможуть 
повернутися в Україну 1 тут забезпечувати собі та 
своїм рідним гідне життя," - наголосив Ющенко. 


Білозір: Участь жінок в управлінні 
державою - запорука справжньої демократії 


(Прес-служба "Нашої України") 725 квітня 2001 
року Президент України видав Указ Ne283/2001 
"Про підвищення соціального статусу жінок в 
Україні", яким передбачалося здійснити ряд заходів, 
спрямованих на поліпшення становища жінок, 
підвищення їх ролі у суспільстві, створення умов для 
розкриття їх інтелектуальних і творчих здібностей. 
Відповідно до Указу, реалізація державної політики 
щодо поліпшення становища жінок, створення умов 
для забезпечення жінкам рівних з чоловіками 
можливостей брати участь у політичному і сус- 
пільному житті держави, визначалися одним із 
головних напрямів діяльності органів виконавчої 
влади", - зазначила народний депутат Оксана Білозір 
на прес-конференції у середу. 

Як повідомила Оксана Білозір, відповідно до 
пункту 10 Указу Президента України 3283/2001. 
"Про підвищення соціального статусу жінок в 
Україні" Кабінет Міністрів України мав щороку 
інформувати про стан виконання цього Указу. На 
виконання зазначеного Указу, Кабінетом Міністрів 
6 травня 2001 р. було прийнято Постанову Ne479 
"Про Національний план дій щодо поліпшення 
становища жінок та сприяння впровадженню 
гендерної рівності у суспільстві на 2001-2005 рр.", 
якою міністерствам та іншим органам виконавчої 
влади доручалось здійснити ряд заходів спрямованих 
на поліпшення становища жінок. 

«Як показує статистика, заходи передбачені цими 
нормативними актами так i He були реалізовані, адже 
якщо подивитися на розподіл керівних посад за 
статтю в органах виконавчої влади, то картина буде 
досить сумною?, - запевняє народний депутат. 
Оксана Білозір повідомила, що на сьогодні у керів- 
ництві Адміністрації Президента України єдиною 
жінкою, яка займає високу посаду, є прес-секретар 
Президента Олена Громницька. "У керівництві 
Кабінету Міністрів немає жодної жінки, а в Сек- 
ретаріаті Кабінету Міністрів України лише одна 
жінка займає посаду заступника Міністра Кабінету 
Міністрів (Наталія Нестеренко). З 16 посад міністрів 
- жінки не займають жодної, 3 41 посади перших 
заступників міністра - жінки займають лише 2 
(перший заступник Міністра оборони - Валентина 
Гошовська, та перший заступник Міністра охорони 
здоров'я - Ольга Лапушенко), а з 76 посад заступ-- 
ників - лише 67, - повідомила Оксана Білозір. Вона 
зазначила, така ж ситуація склалася і в державних 
комітетах, інших центральних органах виконавчої 
влади та в обласних і районних державних ад- 


міністраціях. "З 24 облдержадміністрацій жінки не 
займають жодної посади голови чи першого 
заступника голови, а з 145 посад заступників 
займають лише 10 (6,995). 

Із 502 посад голів районних державних адмініс-- 
трацій жінки займають лише 17 (або 3,590 від 
займаних посад) у той час, як чоловіки - 466 (або 
96,5% від займаних посад), причому у 12 областях, 
АР Крим та Севастополі на посаді голови районної 
державної адміністрації немає жодної жінки», - 
зазначила народний депутат. 

Білозір переконана, що ситуація щодо недотри - 
мання рівних можливостей для жінок та чоловіків 
на практиці призводить до негативних наслідків, 
адже через професійну дискримінацію BUCOKO— 
освічені жінки мають значно менше можливостей 
для реалізації своєї кар'єри, професійного зростання. 
Як наслідок, вони працюють на менш привабливих 
посадах, отримуючи при цьому нижчу зарплатню. 
Необхідно відзначити також, що більшість без- 
робітних в Україні складають жінки". Народний 
депутат висловлює стурбованість, що мільйони 
молодих українок, зневірившись у можливості 
самореалізації в Україні, шукають кращої долі за 
кордоном, де часто на них чекають поневіряння, 
загроза фізичного насильства та загроза життю. "Як 
правило, вимушеними емігрантками в основному 
стають дівчата чи жінки продуктивного віку з ви- 
щою або середньою спеціальною освітою. Необ-- 
хідно відзначити, що 87% вимушеної трудової 
еміграції складають жінки віком від 25 до 59 років, 
що призводить до руйнації сімей, масової появи так 
званих соціальних сиріт - дітей при живих батьках 
- ix в Україні вже майже 1 мільйон. Різко 3MeH— 
шується народжуваність, підвищується рівень пере-- 
ривання вагітності, що вже стало причиною початку 
демографічної катастрофи та загрозою національній 
безпеці держави. Експерти ООН прогнозують, що 
за умов збереження існуючих тенденцій 
народжуваності та смертності протягом наступних 
50 років населення України може скоротитися на 
40% ,” - зазначила Оксана Білозір. 

Народний депутат переконана, що виникла 
необхідність заслухати Звіт Уряду України про 
існуючий стан речей, "дати йому адекватну оцінку 
та за допомогою парламентських слухань виробити 
науково-обгрунтовану стратегію, яка б заклала 
основу розвитку справжньої демократії в Україні, в 
якій немає місця поділу за статтю, а існує лише 
фаховість та професіоналізм". 
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CIUS director’s 60th birthday celebrated 


By Frank E. Sysyn and Serhii Plokhii 

Jan. 23 over a 100 professors, scholars, university 
administrators, friends and colleagues, and Ukrainian 
community members attended a reception hosted by 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) to 
mark the 60th birthday of its director, Zenon E. Kohut. 

Dr. Kohut has been serving as the Institute’s director 
since 1994 and was recently re-appointed for another 
five-year term starting in July 2004. Before coming to 
the University of Alberta in 1992, he served as a Senior 
Research Analyst in the Library of Congress, and So- 
viet Political Affairs Analyst in the US Department of 


Defense in Washington, DC. Dr. Kohut holds his PhD | 


in history from the University of Pennsylvania and has 
taught there as well as at Yale University, the U of A, 
Michigan State University, and the Harvard Ukrainian 
Summer Institute. Dr. Kohut is a renowned specialist 
in Ukrainian early modern history and the history of 
Ukrainian-Russian relations. His book, Russian Cen- 
tralism and Ukrainian Autonomy. Imperial Absorption 
of the Hetmanate (1989, Ukrainian translation, 1996), 
and his subsequent work on Russian and Ukrainian po- 
litical culture and Ukrainian historiography have re- 
ceived international recognition and acclaim. 

As the director of CIUS, Dr. Kohut oversaw a dra- 
matic expansion of the Institute and its activities in the 
1990s and first years of the new century. During that 
period, the publication of the Encyclopedia of Ukraine 
was successfully completed when in 2001 a volume 
containing a name index and list of errata was issued. 
That same year, the encyclopedia staff began develop- 
ing the website of the Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine. 
The Peter Jacyk Centre has published three volumes of 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky’s classic ten-volume History of 
Ukraine-Rus’, while the Ukrainian Language Educa- 
tion Centre (ULEC) has been successfully working on 
its major publication project, the NOVA Ukrainian-Lan- 
guage Development Series (grades one through six) for 
the Ukrainian-English bi-lingual school program. It was 
a founder of the Ukrainian Knowledge Internet Portal 
Project (UKiP), which aims to create digital resources 
and interactive modules for Ukrainian language and cul- 
ture learning. 

During Dr. Kohut’s tenure, CIUS has been excep- 
tionally successful in securing funding from the Cana- 
dian International Development Agency (CIDA) for 
policy and legislative assistance work in Ukraine. In 
2003, the Canada Ukraine Legislative and Intergovern- 
mental Project (CULIP), which is the second phase of 
a CIUS-managed, CIDA-funded project, completed the 
third year of its program, during which it organized 
working visits, seminars, round tables and meetings 
between Ukrainian legislators and government officials 
with their Canadian counterparts on six topics, includ- 
ing land privatization and title registries, culture and 
the role of the state, and public participation in 
policymaking. Dr. Kohut has served on the project’s 
steering committee, which acts as an oversight body. 

While director, Dr. Kohut also took part in organiz- 
ing a series of symposia on Ukrainian-Russian relations 
at Columbia University and the University of Cologne, 
financed by the National Endowment for the Humani- 


UCC meets with 
International 
Cooperation Minister 


(UCC National)—A delegation of the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress (UCC) met with Aileen Carroll, Min- 
ister for International Cooperation, on Jan. 20. Repre- 
senting the UCC were its President Eugene Czolij, 
Canada-Ukraine Committee Chair Irene Mycak and 
Executive Director Ostap Skrypnyk. 

The primary focus of the meeting was a discussion 
of the presidential elections in Ukraine in October 2004 
and the significance of ensuring a fair, transparent and 
democratic electoral process. The UCC delegation pre- 
sented a concept paper, submitted to the Canadian In- 
ternational Development Agency (CIDA), which pro- 
poses a multi-faceted project that, through the efforts 
of the Ukrainian Canadian community, would increase 
the number of qualified election observers in Ukraine. 

The proposal included the following three compo- 
nents: 

» To facilitate the participation of Canadian volun- 
teers in the 2004 electoral process in Ukraine as inter- 
nationally accredited observers; 

» To train a group of Ukrainians in Ukraine to moni- 
tor the 2004 presidential elections; and 

» To facilitate the participation of western media ob- 
servers in the electoral process in Ukraine. 

“We look forward to working with CIDA and the Fed- 
eral Government to help ensure fair, transparent and 
democratic elections, thereby enabling the Ukrainian 
electorate to decide Ukraine’s future,” said Czolij. 


Zenon and Zorianna Kohut. MP David Kilgour in back- 
ground. 


ties and the Humboldt Foundation. He is the coeditor 
of selected presentations from these symposia, recently 
issued by CIUS Press as Culture, Nation and Identity: 
The Ukrainian-Russian Encounter. 

Dr. Kohut also serves as the director of the Kowalsky 
Program for Study of Eastern Ukraine, which supports 
scholarly and publication projects on eastern and south- 
ern Ukraine. Most of these projects are centred at 
Kharkiv National University’s Kowalsky Institute, but 
recently the program has expanded to include collabo- 
rators at Zaporizhia and Chernihiv. 

At the celebration of his birthday, Dr. Kohut was 
greeted by David Kilgour, MP (Edmonton, Southeast), 
who had collaborated with Dr. Kohut on the CULIP 
project. Dr. Bill McBlain, Associate Vice-President 
(Research), delivered greetings from the U of A ad- 
ministration in which he stressed the Institute’s accom- 
plishments and the importance of the new digital ini- 
tiatives launched under Dr. Kohut’s directorship. Dr. 
Frank E. Sysyn, Director of the Peter Jacyk Centre 
(CIUS), recounted Zenon Kohut’s life and career be- 
fore he assumed his post at CIUS. He placed special 
emphasis on Dr. Kohut’s intellectual formation and his 
role in establishing Ukrainian studies at Harvard. Dr. 
Serhii Plokhii, Director of the Church Studies Program 
(CIUS), concentrated on the impact of Dr. Kohut’s 
scholarly work in the West and in Ukraine. 

Dr. Plokhii also read excerpts from greetings sent 
from various academic circles and institutions on the 
occasion of Dr. Kohut’s birthday. These included let- 
ters from the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard 
University, the Ukrainian Studies Program at Colum- 
bia University, the Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian 
Studies, the Ukrainian Studies Fund (USA), 
Shevchenko Scientific Society (USA), the Archival Ad- 
ministration of Ukraine, and individual scholars from 
Canada, Ukraine, the USA, Great Britain, Poland and 
Hungary. 

Drs. Sysyn and Plokhii presented Dr. Kohut with the 
manuscript of a Festschrift, entitled, Synopsis. A Col- 
lection of Essays in Honour of Zenon E. Kohut. The 
volume, which takes its name from a seventeenth-cen- 
tury historical work, contains 23 articles from histori- 
ans in Canada, Ukraine, the United States, Great Brit- 
ain, Austria and Poland. Those present at the event could 
pre-order the book at a special pre-publication price. 
The volume will appear at the end of 2004 as a special 
issue of the Journal of Ukrainian Studies and as a sepa- 
rate publication. 

In his remarks, Dr. Kohut thanked the speakers and 
colleagues who organized the event. He was particu- 
larly touched by the Festschrift presented to him, not- 
ing that by its very title the work referred both to his 
research interests and to a tradition of 17th-century 
Kyivan learning that included the presentation of 
Festschrifts. He mused on how a seventeenth-century 
monk at the Kyivan Academy would react to such a 
presentation. Undoubtedly, such a monk would deny 
any accomplishments of his own and attribute all 
achievements to God’s grace. While not claiming that 
kind of providential thinking, Dr. Kohut, nevertheless, 
believed that he did share with the seventeenth-cen- 
tury monk the feeling of being blessed. In enumerating 
these blessings, Dr. Kohut included a caring family, 
enthusiastic and wonderful academic colleagues, a dedi- 
cated staff at CIUS, and a supportive Ukrainian com- 
munity that considered his work important. In conclud- 
ing, Dr. Kohut expressed his gratitude for such an abun- 
dance of blessings. 

The last speaker was Dr. Kohut’s wife, Zorianna 
Kohut, who thanked the Ukrainian community of 
Edmonton for providing the family such a hospitable 
and warm environment during the two terms of her 
husband’s directorship of CIUS. 
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Malarek’s “The Natashas” set 
for international publication 


By Irena Soltys, 
Help Us Help The Children (CCCF) Anti-Trafficking Initiative 

The Natashas — The New Global Sex Trade, by Victor Malarek, has 
broken into the international market. Last month, Malarek’s agent, 
Westwood Creative Artists in Toronto, has landed two international pub- 


j| lishing deals. 


The Natashas, published by Viking Press, a division of Penguin Books 
Canada, was in second printing within two weeks of its release in Canada 
due to the incredible interest in the book. Arcade Publishing, headquar- 


y| tered in New York City, has purchased the US rights and will be publish- 


ing the US edition for distribution this fall. Arcade is renowned as pub- 
lishers of quality American and world literature and non-fiction. 
Vision Books in London, England has set its UK publication date for 


4| this June. The book, which has received wide-spread critical acclaim in 


the Canadian news media, will be distributed by Vision to bookstores in 
Britain, Ireland, Australia and India. In accepting the book, Charlotte Cole, 
commissioning editor of Vision Books, said: “We are very proud to be 
publishing The Natashas, which is a disturbing and very important book.” 

Malarek, author of four previous books, said he is ecstatic over the news. 
“The Natashas was a very difficult book to write. But this tragic story had 
to be told. The trafficking of women and girls is a global human rights 
crisis and with that foremost in my thoughts, I wrote the book with an 
international audience in mind. I’m so pleased that it is about to get recog- 
nition around the world.” 

Malarek also said that he is overwhelmed at the positive response by 
the Ukrainian community, both in Canada and the US, on The Natashas. 
“Several groups and individuals in Canada and the US are moving with 
urgency to get this issue on the public agenda nationally and worldwide. 
I’m particularly moved by the work of Help Us Help Children — Anti- 
Trafficking Initiative, which is a project of the Canadian Children of 
Chornoby] Fund.” 

Help Us Help the Children for the past decade has been providing both 
medical and educational assistance to orphans in Ukrainian. In response 
to the alarming information raised in The Natashas on the trafficking of 
girls directly out of orphanages, Help Us Help the Children has recently 
expanded its scope of activities to include the promotion of trafficking 
awareness within the orphanages and is seeking out viable job opportuni- 
ties for orphans leaving the institutions. Malarek generously donated pro- 
ceeds from the Toronto book launch of The Natashas to establish a seed 
fund for the activities of HUHTC Anti-Trafficking Initiative. A CIDA 
project proposal, incorporating these goals as well as health promotion in 
orphanages, is also being developed.(contact HUHTC at 
<nadiya@chornobyl.ca>). 

The HUHTC Anti-trafficking Initiative is part of a larger national coali- 
tion “Stop The Trafficking” which is coordinating activities of Canadian 
Ukrainian organizations and individuals, working together to end this cur- 
rent and growing human rights abuse. The national coalition includes rep- 
resentatives from Help us Help the Children Anti-Trafficking Initiative (a 
project of Canadian Children of Chornobyl Fund), Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Committee for Justice, Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties As- 
sociation , Ukrainian Canadian Immigrant Aid, Ukrainian Canadian So- 
cial Services, World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations. Nu- 
merous motivated individuals also form part of the group. (Contact at 
mvs@kos.net). 

«Р particularly impressed that both groups have made incredible strides 
in liaisoning and co-ordinating events with organizations outside the Ukrai- 
nian community,” commented Malarek. 

Some of the many contacts initiated by the coalition and Help Us Help 
the Children ATI, include the RCMP, Victims Assist Program with Metro- 
politan Toronto Police, Canada Ethno-Cultural Council, the White Rib- 
bon Campaign to end men’s violence against women, Canada Business 
Council in Ukraine, the International Federation of University Women, 
B.C Liberal Women’s Commission, and Winrock International, which held 
anti-trafficking awareness educational sessions at the recent Help Us Help 
the Children winter camp in Ukraine 

“T know that this is a monumental task and at times can seem daunting 
but every effort will go a long way to stopping the wholesale rape of our 
sisters and daughters,” Malarek said. 

In addition to scores of television and radio appearances, Malarek is 
spreading his important message through numerous speaking engagements 
including a special event on March 4 in Ottawa for federal Members of 
Parliament; keynote speaker at a symposium on Trafficking in Women — 
to lecture at the University of Ottawa on March 5 — after which his talk 
will be followed by a panel of three scholars from Political Science, Crimi- 
nology and Women’s Studies; keynote speaker at the 11th Annual J. 
Rudnyckyj Distinguished Lecture Series at the University of Manitoba on 
May 30. Malarek has also accepted an invitation from the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council as the keynote speaker at its 
Building The Future Conference in Edmonton on April 23-24. 


Competition opened for 
genocide memorial 


(Ukrinform)—An open competition for the best project of a memorial 
to the victims of famine and political repressions in Ukraine was declared 
by the Ukrainian State Committee for Construction and Architecture, the 
[Ukrainian] Ministry for Culture and Arts and the Kyiv City Hall, Jan. 23. 

As President Leonid Kuchma said in his speech to the people of Ukraine 
in connection with the 70th anniversary of 1932-1933 famine in Ukraine 
in November 2003, the famine became a national catastrophe in which a 
fifth of the population perished. 

The competition, which will last through March 15, is aimed at drafting 
proposals for the construction of a monument, a museum, a conference 
hall and a S&R centre. The competition’s jury will choose the three best 
projects. 


Kyiv’s Nativity Church 
restored by state decree 


(RISU.org.ua)—Patriarch Filaret (Denysenko), head of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP), consecrated the newly 
reconstructed Church of the Nativity of Jesus Christ in Kyiv, on Jan. 19. 
On Jan. 6, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the Kyivan municipal 
administration decreed to start the reconstruction. 

According to Oleksandr Omelchenko, mayor of Kyiv, the Church of the 
Nativity is one of the most ancient churches in Kyiv’s Podil neighborhood. He 
added that a memorial service for Ukraine’s greatest writer, Taras Shevchenko, 
was held there in 1861, when he was reburied in Kaniv near Kyiv. 

Omelchenko also noted that over the last few years, two monasteries 
and four churches have been restored in Podil, which in the past was home 
to the first Kyivan churches. “Currently, we are planning to restore the 
building of the Kyivan Magistrate and the bell tower of the Brotherhood 
Monastery,’ Omelchenko said. 

The Church of the Nativity of Jesus Christ dates back to the 16th cen- 
tury. According to legend, it was founded in 1011, but is first mentioned in 
chronicles in 1520. The church was renovated after the fire of 1717 and 
from 1809 to 1814 a new brick church was constructed instead of the 
wooden one. In 1935, the Church of the Nativity was destroyed by the 
Soviet authorities. 


Orthodox leader says UGCC 
patriarchate would cause problems 


(RISU.org.ua)—If the Vatican was to recognize the patriarchate of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Catholic-Orthodox relations would 
return to a “climate of hostility,” said the spiritual leader of the world’s 
Orthodox churches. 

Ecumenical Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople wrote 
to Pope John Paul II to urge the pope not to elevate the status of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church 

Patriarch Bartholomew’s letter, dated Nov. 29, was posted in Greek on 
the patriarch’s Web site, apparently before it was delivered to the Vatican. 
After translating the letter, the Italian Catholic magazine “30 Giorni” dis- 
tributed copies of its article Feb. 2 to reporters in Rome. 

“30 Сіогпі" also reported that Patriarch Bartholomew had planned to 
go to Rome in mid-February to inaugurate the city’s new Greek Orthodox 
parish; Pope John Paul has given the community exclusive use of the his- 
toric St. Theodore Church on the Palatine Hill. 
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UGCC presents sex 
education program 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church presented a program of sexual education, “The 
Body-Temple of the Holy Spirit,” at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv on Jan. 20. 

The presentation was organized by the Patriarchal 
Catechetical Commission of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church (UGCC), the Patriarchal Commission 
for Youth Affairs, the commissions for Family Affairs 
of the Kyiv and Halych Metropolitanate and of the Lviv 
Archeparchy of the UGCC, the Institute of Marriage 
and Family Life and the Catechetical-Pedagogical In- 
stitute at Ukrainian Catholic University. 

Among those present at the presentation were Car- 
dinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the UGCC, Bishop 
Yulian Voronovskyi of Sambir and Drohobych, and co- 
adjutor Bishop Volodymyr Viytyshyn of Kolomyia and 
Chernivtsi. 

The ultimate goal of the program is to help parents, 
instructors of catechism and Christian ethics as they 
help youth form their individuality on the basis of Chris- 
tian morals, in particular in sexual education. 

The program “The Body-Temple of the Holy Spirit” 
is an addition to the already existing program of Chris- 
tian education and will be implemented in Sunday 
schools, parishes, centres for young families and Catho- 
lic schools for the catechization of youth and children. 


It can also be used as a method guide to facilitate reli- 
gious instruction in senior grades of secondary schools. 

“We are filled with joy that as a church community 
we have managed to create our own program,” said 
Cardinal Husar. 

“There are many different programs of sexual edu- 
cation with different objectives, but usually these do 
not account for religious convictions. On the contrary, 
this program is based on our religious convictions and 
accounts for our real needs... We often dedicate much 
attention to various negative things related to marital 
life, namely, abortions divorce, and different kinds of 
dependency. 

“However, the church wants us to care for marital 
life and see it in a positive light, as it should be accord- 
ing to the positive program given to us by the Creator 
Himself. That is why the name of the program, ‘The 
Body-Temple of the Holy Spirit,’ is a fine testimony 
that our community has become mature.” 

According to Sister Luiza Ciupa of the Sisters Ser- 
vants of Mary Immaculate, head of the Patriarchal 
Catechetical Commission and director of the 
Catechetical-Pedagogical Institute at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University, the work on the program will con- 
tinue in two directions: the training of instructors and 
the preparation of textbooks. 


Conflict over churches arises between 
UOC-KP and UOC-MP in Kostopil 


(RISU.org.ua)—A conflict has arisen between the 
communities of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) in 
Rivne region. The objects of the dispute are the churches 
of St. Alexander Nevsky and St. Michael in the city of 
Kostopil The news agency Unian posted the news on 
Jan. 20. 

Fr. Stepan Vitchuk, pastor of the two churches, to- 
gether with the majority of both communities, decided 
to transfer from the UOC-MP to the UOC-KP. In re- 


sponse, Bishop Anatolii of Sarny and Polissia of the 
UOC-MP took away the keys of the newly-constructed 
church. 

Mykhailo Yakymovych, press secretary of the Rivne 
and Ostrih eparchy of the UOC-KP, asserted that the 
two communities submitted an application to the re- 
gional department on religious matters, asking to trans- 
fer to the UOC-KP. They were registered on Jan. 12. 
According to Yakymovych, the conflict between the 
UOC-KP and UOC-MP should be settled by the local 
authorities in accordance with current legislation. 


Pochaiv Monastery should be national 
sanctuary, say Ternopil deputies 


(RISU.org.ua)—During a joint meeting of the com- 
mittee on culture and spirituality and the interim com- 
mittee for the protection of architectural monuments 
that belong to the Pochaiv Monastery complex at the 
Тегпорії regional council, the deputies agreed that the 
Pochaiv Dormition Monastery should be given the sta- 
tus of a national sanctuary of Ukraine. This news was 
reported by the information agency “Political Ukraine” 
on Jan. 22. 

The commissions stated that the program adopted 
by the Ternopil regional council “On the Status of the 
Pochaiv Monastery Complex” has been or is about to 
be completed. 

The deputies informed Ukrainian President Leonid 


US ambassador studies 
Orthodox church transfer 


(RISU.org.ua)—John Herbst, US ambassador to 
Ukzaine, on Jan. 18 acquainted himself with the situa- 
tion over the Church of the Protection of the Mother of 
God in the village of Malyn, Zhytomyr region, and stud- 
ied the documents about the church. Currently in the 
possession of the Rusyn Orthodox Church-Abroad 
(ROC-A), headed by Metropolitan Lavr, the Malyn ad- 
ministration is trying to transfer the church to the own- 
ership of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow 
Patriarchate. 

Fr. Vasyl Demchenko, pastor of the church, ac- 
quainted Ambassador Herbst with a letter from the Na- 
tional Committee on Religious Matters, which assigned 
a special commission to deal with the situation over 
the church. 

According to the US Embassy in Kyiv, Ambassador 
Herbst is a member of the Russian Orthodox Church- 
Abroad. This church jurisdiction is related to the Rusyn 
Orthodox Church-Abroad. 


Kuchma, the Ukrainian Parliament, the Cabinet of Min- 
isters and the public about their standpoint on the 
Pochaiv Monastery. In addition, they emphasized that 
itis good that the monastery building still remains state 
property. 

As RISU reported on Oct. 17, 2003, Bishop 
Volodymyr of Pochaiy, vicar of the Kyivan 
Metropolitanate and superior of the Dormition Mon- 
astery of the Pochaiv Cathedral of the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) ad- 
dressed the hierarchs and faithful of the UOC-MP., urg- 
ing them to demand the full transfer of the monastery 
to the UOC-MP and prevent it from remaining a cul- 
tural reserve and museum. 


Cardinal Husar consecrates 


Czech consulate in Lviv 


(RISU.org.ua)—On Jan. 20, Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
consecrated the building of the general consulate of 
the Czech Republic in Lviv. 

“JT am very pleased to be here on this solemn осса- 
sion..., because we can see that many peoples are fight- 
ing between each other, and we are among those few 
that are trying to live in peace, accord and mutual un- 
derstanding, 7 said Cardinal Husar. “I would like to 
wish us great success in this endeavor. Today, we are 
building a new, or rather renewing an old, Europe. We 
are discovering each other in this process and this fills 
our hearts with optimism and hope for a better future,” 
stressed Cardinal Husar. 

Cardinal Husar presented the general consul with an 
icon of the Mother of God. He noted that this gift testi- 
fies to the fact that, apart from political, economic and 
social links between our peoples there is also a spiri- 
tual one, which is our common mother, the Mother of 
God. 
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Calgary community hosts | Lewis under pressure 


Ukraine’s 


By Halya Wilson, President, Calgary UCC 

As the premier site of the XV Olympic Winter Games 
in Calgary, Canada Olympic Park (COP) continues 
from 1988 to be a training center for present and future 
Olympic athletes. This year the Junior Luge Team of 
Ukraine came to compete in the 19"? Junior World 
Championships which were held Jan. 31 and Feb. 1. 

Competing in this year’s event were Yuliya Bilska 
(18), Yuliya Dudar (16), Yuriy Hayduk (18), Roman 
Yazvinskiy (18) and Oleh Zerebetskyj (18). Members 
of the Ukrainian Youth Association in Calgary hosted 
the 5 athletes and their coaches at the “Domivka” 
(Ukrainian Youth Centre). Due to an accident during 
training in which the administrator Serhij Stepanenko 
accidentally slipped into the track as Oleh and Roman 
(Men’s doubles / their hopefuls) were coming down, 
(estimated at that point at 90 km/hour), the athletes only 
competed in the Men’s and Women’s Singles Compe- 
tition. Yuriy Hayduk took ES place, Roman 
Yazvinskiy. 38", Yuliya Dudar 24", and Yuliya Bilska 
32™ Oleh broke a bone in his ankle and Serhij contin- 
ues to recover at the Foothills Hospital damaging his 
shoulder and shattering his knee. He will be returning 
to Ukraine at a later date. 

Although our athletes did not piace as hoped, their 
visit to Canada was not only rewarding for them but 
amazing for members of the Calgary community. For 
the youth, it helped them recognize that Ukraine, also 
now competes in World Class events. They learned 
about Luge in Canada and Ukraine, established some 
beautiful friendships and plan to stay in contact with 
their new friends and meet them in Vancouver for the 
2010 Olympics. It was like having Winter Tabir at the 
Domivka. As president of UCC Calgary, it was heart 
warming to see how members of the UYA rallied to- 
gether to welcome our team from Ukraine. They set up 
residence, helped with meals, driving, entertaining and 
supporting both morally and financially our Ukrainian 
heroes who brought such warmth and camaraderie to 
Calgary during an incredibly cold time, in January. COP 
was actually closed for two days during their visit due 


luge team 


Yuliya Dudar prepares for her race. 


to freezing temperatures. The team stayed warm while 
dining at an Italian restaurant, swimming at a leisure 
centre, and enjoying many evenings of wonderful hos- 
pitality provided by members of (CYM) the Ukrainian 
Youth Association. Families of PLAST took them to 
play indoor soccer and dinner. 

Being so close to the mountains and the site of the 
88 Olympics the UCC in Calgary constantly gets re- 
quests from Skiers (both downhill and freestyle), Speed 
Skaters, Lugers, and Junior Hockey Teams for help. 
Stan Haba, President of the Canadian Friends of the 
National Olympic Committee of Ukraine out of Toronto 
often calls with such requests from our community. At 
our Farewell Dinner, money was collected as a gift for 
the athletes ($170. each) and it was proposed to start a 
collection to help our young team purchase new sleds, 
for the 2010 Olympics. They are using rather old equip- 
ment purchased from Germany many years ago. The 
team members were extremely impressed by the tech- 
nology of the (COP) Luge run. “The best in the world.” 
They competed in Germany before arriving in Calgary 
and return to Ukraine for their competitions. 


Team Ukraine beach 


(www.timesofoman.com)—Ukraine maintained a 
clean slate to grab the overall honours of the Interna- 
tional Beach Handball Championship, which was held 
at the Seeb Beach, adjacent to the Beach Park in Mus- 
cat during the weekend of Jan. 24-5. 

The event, which attracted many spectators, added 
more spice to the amusement at the beach, a prime 
venue of the ongoing Muscat Festival 2004. 

The handball event was the main attraction of the 
first weekend of the festival apart from other activities 
like para-jumping and music band. 

Enthralling the picnic crowd was the handball teams 
— two Oman national teams ‘A’ and ‘B’ — Ukraine, 
Slovakia and Czech Republic. 

And well deserving were the performances of the 
national teams, who pushed the Czechs to the last spot, 
despite losing their games to Ukraine. 

Oman ‘B’ won the silver medal, finishing behind 
Ukraine, after posting some classic wins over the other 
three teams — Slovakia, Czech Republic and Oman ‘A’. 

Oman "В" started their campaign with a convincing 
2-0 win over Slovakia and followed it up with yet an- 


handball champions 


other 2-0 win over the Czech team. They also played 
well to down the other national team — Oman ‘A’ — 
after a determined battle. The loss against Ukraine cost 
them the championship title. 

On the other hand, Ukraine players excelled in all 
quarters, and their domination was such that none of 
the other teams could pose a real challenge. The team 
were all smiles when they received the cup from chief 
guest Major-General Mohammed ДІ Riyami, assistant 
inspector-general of police and customs. Also on hand 
was the Muscat Municipality president Abdullah bin 
Abbas. 

Oman ‘A’ failed to live up to the expectations de- 
spite playing well against Ukraine. Though they man- 
aged to clinch a set, the national team went down 1-2. 
The 1-2 loss to Oman "В" also proved dear in the ulti- 
mate analysis. 

The only win for them came against Slovakia with a 
2-1 verdict and there close loss to Czechs 1-2, how- 
ever, did not deter them from the bronze medal. In the 
fourth place were the Czech Republic and at the bot- 
tom was the Slovakia. 


Petrenko charged with drunken driving 


Olympic champion figure skater Victor Petrenko was 
charged with drunken driving after he crashed his car 
into a utility pole and fence, reports The Associated 
Press. 

A police officer found Petrenko alone inside the 
wrecked sport utility vehicle the night of Jan. 28. The 
34-year-old Ukrainian skater complained of a minor 
injury but declined treatment, police said. 

He was charged with driving under the influence and 
released after posting a $250 bond. He is due in court 
Feb. 9. 

Petrenko told the officer he had a glass of wine, 
Simsbury Police Chief Peter Ingvertsen said. The skater 
failed several field sobriety tests and refused to take a 
breathe test to measure his blood-alcohol level, 
Ingvertsen said. 

He has the right to refuse a breath test but his license 


automatically is suspended for at least six months, 
Invertsen added. 

Petrenko won the 1992 Olympic gold medal. His 
arrest comes two months after Alexei Yagudin, the 2002 
Olympic champ, was placed in an alcohol education 
program for an August drunken driving arrest in nearby 
Avon. 

Both men train at the Connecticut International Skat- 
ing Center in Newington. Petrenko now lives in 
Simsbury. Messages seeking comment were left at his 
home and at the skating center. 

In 1997, Oksana Baiul, the 1994 Olympic skating 
champion, was charged with drunken driving and reck- 
less driving after a 100 mph crash in another Hartford 
suburb. She escaped serious injury, and the charges 
were dismissed after she completed an alcohol educa- 
tion program. 


to agree to rematch 


By Simon Stone, The Scotsman, Feb. 1, 2004 

World heavyweight champion Lennox Lewis has been urged to say a 
last goodbye to the boxing world by handing Vitali Klitschko a rematch. 

WBC president Jose Sulaiman has warned Lewis that if he does not 
announce his intention to fight Klitschko before March 1 he will be stripped 
of his title 

It is an action Sulaiman would prefer not to take, given the 38-year-old 
Briton is by far the biggest draw left in the ailing heavyweight division. 

But after just one fight in the last 19 months — a bloody battle in June 
which Lewis was losing until Klitschko was stopped with deep cuts on his 
face — the speculation is rising that the Canadian-raised fighter is about to 
announce his retirement from the ring. 

Lewis has already pulled out of a second meeting with the Ukrainian 
once — but Sulaiman is hoping the champion is having a rethink. 

“Tf Lennox doesn’t want to fight this is the time for him to close the 
door and let others come in,” Sulaiman told BBC Radio 5 Live’s 
Sportsweek programme. 

“T hope he will make a final appearance to confirm his greatness and 
say goodbye to his supporters. 

“At this moment, I don’t believe even Lennox Lewis knows what he is 
going to do — and we are having to push him for a decision. 

“He has been a great champion, but the world has to continue moving. 
We have had heroes before — and most times people think when they 
retire boxing will suffer, but we just get new ones instead.” 


Ukraine takes 5 medals 
at World Cup 7 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine won five medals at the last big international swim- 
ming meet before the 2004 Olympics in Athens. 

Yana Klochkova led the way with two golds and a bronze at the World 
Cup 7 event held in East Meadow, New York, Jan. 31-Feb. 1. 

Klochkova took first place in the 400-metre individual medley, the 200- 
metre IM and the 200-metre butterfly. 

Ukraine’s other two medals — both bronze — were won by Serhiy 
Fesenko in the 1500-metre freestyle and the 400-metre freestyle. 

Ukrainian Canadian Joanne Malar also had a strong performance — 
finishing second to Klochkova in the 200 IM and third in the 400 IM. 


Georgian on Dynamo’s mind 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv have signed Georgian defender Alexandr 
Amisulashvili from FC Dinamo Tbilisi. 

The 21-year-old international has agreed a five-year contract with the 
Ukrainian Premier League side, having been on trial at the club since 
early January. Amisulashvili featured in friendlies against German teams 
VfB Stuttgart and FC Bayern Miinchen, and was the only Dynamo player 
to appear in every minute of both games. 

The defender played for FC Torpedo Kutaisi and FC Lokomotivi 
Samtredia in his homeland, before joining Dinamo Tbilisi in 2001. Last 
season he won the Georgian Premier League and the Georgian Cup with 
the club, and also made six international appearances. 

Meanwhile, former Dynamo defender Laszl6 Bodnar has signed а three- 
year deal with Russia’s FC Saturn Moskovskaya Oblast after a successful 
trial. The 24-year-old Hungarian international left Dynamo last year after 
a dispute with coach Olexiy Mykhaylichenko. 
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(Interfax — Ukraine Ukrainian Central Bank Governor Serhiy Tihipko 
and his Belarussian counterpart Piotr Prokopovich say that the creation of 
a currency union within the framework of the Single Economic Area (SEA) 
of Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakhstan will become the conclusive 
stage of the four countries’ integration 

During his joint press conference with Tihipko in Minsk on Jan. 30, 
Prokopovich said that “today we are undergoing the first stage, the cre- 
ation of a free trade zone.” 

On top of that he emphasized that a “hypothetical opportunity of creat- 
ing a currency union in the ‘four’ frames is the last stage of integration.” 
He indicated that this would become possible only after creation of a com- 
mon economic space in a full volume. 

Commenting on the process of creating the SEA, Tihipko said that “the 
European Union remains a key integration vector for Ukraine.” Yet, as he 
put it, this does not hamper a certain level of integration in the SEA frame- 
work, namely the creation of a free trade zone. 

He agreed with Prokopovich that the currency union must become “the 
last accord” of integration. Yet, it is a “remote future,” he stressed. 

The SEA agreement was signed by the four countries’ leaders in Yalta 
on Sept. 19, 2003. 


Odesa-Brody pipeline to 
be operated as planned 


(Interfax-Ukraine }—The Ukrainian Cabinet has decided that the Odesa- 
Brody oil pipeline will be operated as originally planned, with the oil 
pumped through it from Odesa to Brody, and not vice-versa, said Deputy 
Prime Minister Andriy Кіупусу, Feb. 4. 

Speaking to the press following a government session Klyuyev said a 
working group will be set up to settle problems concerning the common 
use of the pipeline with oil owners. 

The government supports the idea of granting a concession to operate 
the pipeline and the Southern sea oil terminal, he said. 

Ukrainian Fuel and Energy Minister Serhiy Yermiloy told the press that 
4-5 million tonnes of Caspian oil are expected to be pumped through the 
pipeline. 

Ukraine has been debating options for using the pipeline for several 
months. It could either pump Caspian oil to Europe or Russian oil to the 
Black Sea coast. 

TNK-BP said it is prepared to supply from 380,000 to 420,000 tonnes 
of Russian technological oil of the Urals blend as a commodity credit for 
three years to fill the pipeline and provide up to 9 million tonnes of oil a 
year to be pumped through it. 

U.S, company Chevron has offered Ukraine oil for transportation through 
the pipeline from Odesa to Brody as early as this year. 

The first phase of the pipeline was commissioned in May 2002. Its 
throughput capacity is from 9 to 14.5 million tonnes of oil a year, with 
tank farms of 200,000 cubic meters. The Southern oil terminal is capable 
of handling tankers with a deadweight of up to 100,000 tonnes. It is planned 
to increase the pipeline’s capacity to 40-45 million tonnes a year and tank 
farms to 600,000 cubic meters. 


Azarov hails GDP growth 


(RFE/RL)—First Deputy Premier and Finance Minister Mykola Azarov 
announced on Jan, 22 that Ukraine's economy expanded by 9 percent in 
2003, outpacing the government's 8.5 percent forecast, Interfax reported. 

Azarov also cited a 28 percent growth in exports, a decline in official 
unemployment to 3.6 percent, an increase in the average wage (500 
hryvnias [US$94]) over the subsistence level (342 hryvnias), and a sig- 
nificant increase in foreign investment. 

Azaroy also said that recent restrictions imposed by Russia and 
Kazakhstan on wheat exports will not influence the grain market in Ukraine, 
Interfax reported. 

“I don’t think that the tense situation with grain reserves in Russia and 
Kazakhstan will lead to some serious increase in bread prices in Ukraine,” 

Azarovy said оп Ukrainian Television. Russia imposed a tax on its wheat 
and rye exports amounting to 25 euros per ton on Jan. 15. 

Interfax, quoting unspecified sources in Astana, reported that Kazakhstan 
has introduced an unofficial ban on wheat exports to Russia and Ukraine. 

Ukraine's State Statistics Committee reported earlier this month that 
the country harvested 20 tons of grain in 2003, or roughly half the harvest 
of the previous year. 


Ukraine will not sell regional 
power company stakes 


(Interfax-Ukraine)}—The Ukrainian State Property Fund has decided 
not to sell blocking stakes in regional power companies on stock exchanges, 
following the president's signing of a decree on setting up the national 
joint-stock Ukrainian Energy Company. 

“T have given a strict order that the power industry must not be touched,” 
State Property Fund Director Mykhailo Chechetov told Interfax, Jan. 29. 

There were no power company shares on a list of state-owned packages 
of shares subject to sale in 2004, which the fund published at the end of 
January. In December, the fund planned to put a 25% stake in 
Prykarpattyaoblenerho regional power company, 26.98% in Lvivoblenerho, 
and 25% in Chemihivoblenerho for sale, and unblock the sale of 25% 
stakes in Poltavaoblenerho and Sumyoblenerho. 

Anatoly Chubais, the CEO of Russia’s Unified Energy Systems (UES), 
said he wants to acquire these stakes in a partnership with Ukrainian com- 
panies Interpipe and Energy Standard. 

The Ukrainian Energy Company could be set up quite quickly — within 
a year, Chechetov said. 


(St Michael’s)\—The St. 
Michael's Manor Vegreville has re- 
ceived building efficiency rebates 
from Natural Resources Canada 
(CBIP) of $60,000 and from Climate 
Change Central of Alberta an addi- 
tional $40,000. 

The Vegreville seniors’ complex 
received funding under a new pro- 
gram that rewards energy-efficient 
building design in Alberta. The St. 
Michael's Manor is the first fund- 
ing recipient of the Alberta Plus pi- 
lot program developed by Energy 
Solutions Alberta, an initiative of 
Climate Change Central. 

“We are pleased to receive the 
program's first incentive for build- 
ing more energy-efficient facilities,” 
says Ed Stelmach, Minister of 
Transportation and MLA, 
Vegreville. “It’s promising to see 
these climate-change initiatives be- 
ing implemented in smaller commu- 
nities such as Vegreville.” 

“It is our desire to build more fa- 
cilities with cost effective and en- 
ergy efficient systems,” says 
Bohdan Shulakewych, President 
and CEO, St. Michael’s Extended 
Care Centre Society. “The savings 
will be factored into rental costs. In 
the long term, it is just good busi- 
ness. 

Energy Solutions Alberta 
launched the Alberta Plus Initiative 
last November in partnership with 
Natural Resources Canada’s 
(NRCan) Office of Energy Effi- 
ciency. This pilot program tops up 
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Currency union aim of SEA| St. Michael’s receives $100,000 grant 


St. Michael's Manor Vegreville. 


funding from NRCan’s Commercial 
Building Incentive Program (CBIP). 

“This initiative has spurred inno- 
vation in the building industry in 
Alberta and promoted more sustain- 
able forms of building construc- 
tion,” says Allan Amey, President 
and CEO of Climate Change Cen- 
tral. “The aim of the extra funding 
is to encourage builders to create in- 
novative and energy efficient build- 
ing designs that become the norm 
in the future.” 

The 55-suite St. Michael's Manor 
features ventilation heat recovery 
units in the residential wings, low- 
emissive windows, energy-efficient 
lighting, R-20 insulated walls and an 
R-40 roof. 

St. Michael’s Health Group is a 


multi-faceted care organization in 
Edmonton and outside. It operates 
Ше St. Michael's Long Term Care 
Centre — 145 beds; an Auxiliary 
Hospital — 7 beds; Millennium Pa- 
vilion Seniors’ Lodge — 69 beds; 
Garneau United Place (Supportive 
Housing) — 110 beds; St. Michael's 
Manor Vegreville (Supportive 
Housing) — 55 beds; St. Michael's 
Care Centre Vegreville (Assisted 
Living/Supportive Housing) — 44 
beds, and the most recent addition 
-- 2.71 bed Supportive Housing fa- 
cility in Spruce Grove — the St. 
Michael’s Grove Manor. In addition 
the organization provides physio- 
therapy services, Adult Day Sup- 
port, catering, pharmacy services, 
etc, 


Trilateral gas consortium meeting to be held 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—A meeting of Russia, Ukraine 
and Germany on the formation of a gas consortium will 
be held at the beginning of February, Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma told reporters in Kyiv on Jan. 23, 
after talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Putin commented that, “haste is out of place in the 
consortium’s formation. Matters have been settled in a 
bilateral sense. There are arguments over working таї- 
ters, but there are no problems in relations between 
countries as a result. Now we are taking in Western 
European partners also. On the whole we are satisfied 
with progress in forming the consortium.” 

Kuchma said: “At the moment there are no disagree- 
ments, in bilateral terms we are agreed on plans to de- 
velop this system. I think that this problem should re- 
solved quickly.” 

He said that at the trilateral meeting in February the 
sides would “synchronize their watches” with regard 
to further progress at a trilateral level. 

In early November 2002, Naftohaz Ukrayiny and 
Russia’s Gazprom signed documents founding OOO 
International Consortium for the Management and De- 
velopment of the Gas Transport Network of Ukraine. 
The purpose of the consortium, in which the sides par- 
ticipated equally, is to ensure gas transportation and 


the reliable, safe, and stable functioning of Ukraine's 
gas transport system. 

In late August 2003, the consortium’s board asked 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny and Gazprom to develop a feasi- 
bility study for the construction of the new Alexandrov 
Gai-Novopskov-Uzhhorod pipeline, financing 
schemes, and the pipeline’s projected capacities and 
submit them by Dee. 1. This deadline was later put back 
until March 1. 

Ukraine receives 170 billion cubic meters of gas ап- 
nually and 130-140 billion cubic meters are transported 
through it to other countries, 

At the same meeting the Russian and Ukrainian presi- 
dents also discussed the setting up of a single economic 
space. 

Putin said that relations intensified after the sides de- 
cided to create a single economic space. 

“This work is complex, but it is continuing success- 
fully. Thank God, it has been taken from the political 
arena to be handled by experts and has been fully 
stripped of politics,” he said. 

Kuchma said there are no differences over the single 
economic space, and the main issue is that the forma- 
tion of a free trade zone will be the first stage of the 
process. 


Presidential administration wants to permit 
sale of agricultural land as of 2005 


(Interfax-Ukraine }—The Presidential Administration 
of Ukraine believes it is necessary to allow the sale 
and purchase of agricultural land, which is now under 
a moratorium, as of Jan. 1, 2005, and to prepare the 
necessary legislative base for transparent and civilized 
functioning of the land market during the upcoming 
year. 

“The action of the moratorium on sale and purchase 
of agricultural land should not be prolonged, whereas 
it is necessary to develop the corresponding legislative 
base this year,” Pavlo Haidutsky, Deputy head of the 
President Administration told Interfax — Ukraine, Jan. 
30. 

He said it is necessary to review the norm of the Land 
Code, which limits agricultural land ownership to 100 
hectares by 2010, in order to extend it to 1,000 hect- 
ares. 

The Our Ukraine parliamentary faction is urging a 
prolongation of the moratorium, arguing that a hasty 
sale of agricultural land under the terms of the existing 
system will ultimately deprive Ukrainians of the right 
to be owners of their land. 

The government opposes the prolongation of the 
moratorium. 


The new Land Code that became effective as of Jan. 
1, 2002 offers to transfer land into private ownership 
to legal entities and individuals — residents of Ukraine. 

Ukraine has 33 million hectares of tillage worth Hr 
360 billion. According to the State Committee for Land 
Resources, during the first years after the moratorium 
about 10 million hectares of agricultural land will be 
offered to the land market. 


Ukraine, Bulgaria set to 
boost trade cooperation 


(Novinite.com)—Ukraine and Bulgaria have по in- 
soluble problems, Bulgaria’s Parliamentary Speaker 
Ognyan Gerdzhikov and the Chairman of the Supreme 
Rada of Ukraine Volodymyr Lytvyn said following their 
Jan. 26 meeting in Sofia. 

The two officials agreed that Ukraine and Bulgaria 
should boost bilateral trade and economic relations. 
Lytvyn and Gerdzhikov pledged that the two countries 
would improve the negative balance in their bilateral 
trade. 
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Capital City Savings Ukrainian Community Council: Fostering the Ukrainian spirit 


(Capital City)—Few events capture the 
spirit of Ukrainian culture in Canada like 
Ukrainian Day at the Ukrainian Cultural Heri- 
tage Village. 

From the church services to the Taste of 
Ukraine, from the pioneer demonstrations to 
the stage show, Ukrainian Day celebrates 
Ukrainian culture in Alberta. 

Like Ukrainian Day at the Village, the Capi- 
tal City Savings Ukrainian Community Coun- 
cil honors Ukrainian culture through its back- 
ing for educational, fundraising, religious and 
artistic activities. 

Since its formation in 1987, Capital City 
Savings has channeled over $75,000 through 
the Ukrainian Community Council to foster 
Ukrainian language, heritage and cultural tra- 
ditions. 

Capital City Savings originally established 
Community Councils to maintain the cultural 
roots of four of the eight credit unions that 
merged to form the company in 1987, includ- 
ing the Ukrainian (Edmonton) Credit Union. 

Since then, the number of culturally based 
Community Councils has expanded to eight, 
including Chinese, East Indian, Filipino, 
French, Korean, Polish, Vietnamese and 
Ukrainian. Capital City Savings has also es- 


Capital City Savings Delton Branch Manager 
Ryan Borle (R) with Ukrainian speaking staff 


members Kathy Zabielski (L) and Ruth 


Boychuk. 


tablished six geographically based commu- 
nity councils in the neighbouring communi- 
ties of Fort Saskatchewan, Lamont, Spruce 
Grove, Legal, Spruce Grove and Devon. 
Community Councils identify community 
needs and help Capital City Savings stay in 
close touch with the membership. Council 
members are active Capital City Savings’ 
members in their community. Each council is 
associated with a branch, whose manager 
serves as a resource. They each have an an- 
nual budget and use this to support cultural 
and educational projects in their communities. 


Supporting Ukrainian Education 

In 2002, the Ukrainian Community Coun- 
cil created the new Capital City Savings 
Ukrainian Community Council School Award 
Program. 

Under this new program, one Grade 12 stu- 
dent from each of the Ukrainian bilingual pro- 
grams in the city is eligible for a $250 award 
for academic and community excellence. In 
addition, the Council gives awards to grade 
six graduates in each of the organizations that 
offer Ukrainian studies. 

Participating organizations include the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Ukrainian Bilin- 
gual Parent Advisory Society, the Ukrainian 
Bilingual Association of Alberta, Ivan Franko 
Schools of Ukrainian Studies at St. John’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Parish and Ridna Shkola 
at St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 

Another activity aimed at youth is the an- 
nual Yarmarok school colouring contest. Stu- 
dents submit their art to Yamarok, a family 
oriented event sponsored by the Verkhovyna 
Ukrainian Song and Dance Ensemble at the 
Ukrainian Unity Complex. 


Stretching Resources 

One way the Ukrainian Community Coun- 
cil makes the most of its resources is to sup- 
port activities that in turn raise more funds. 

A good example was the 14™ Annual 
Gentlemen’s Night Out held in May 2003. 
Sponsored by the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy 
of Edmonton in cooperation with the Ukrai- 
nian Bilingual Program of Edmonton Catho- 
lic Schools, the event raised $8,200. 
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Members of the Capital City Savings Ukrainian Community Council. Left to Right: Marco 
Levytsky, Ron Zapisock:, Maria Popiwchak, Yuri Andryjowycz (Chair), Tamara Tatuch (Vice 
Chair), Ryan Borle and Bob Kisilevich. Missing: Taras Nohas (Director Representative) 
Caroline Ziober. 


Golf tournaments are among the most popu- 
lar fundraisers. The Capital City Savings 
Ukrainian Community Council supports 5еу- 
eral, including tournament fundraisers for the 
Ukrainian Village, Ukrainian Orthodox Par- 
ish of St. Anthony’s and Ukrainian Orthodox 
Parish of St. John. 

The Ukrainian Community Council has 
also supported fundraising for the Ukrainian 
Dnipro Ensemble of Edmonton, Association 
of United Ukrainian Canadians, Shumka 
Dancers, Ukrainian Greek Catholic Parish of 
St. George and Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 


Looking Forward 

The Ukrainian Community Council also 
operates with an eye to the future. 

The Ukrainian Community Council and 
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services sponsor 
a banquet each year for new Ukrainian immi- 
grants to Canada. In this way, they hope to 
strengthen the Canadian Ukrainian community. 

By supporting Ukrainian education and 
groups such as the Ukrainian Dance Associa- 
tion that work to keep Ukrainian traditions vi- 
tal among youth, the Capital City Savings 
Ukrainian Community Council works to foster 
the Ukrainian spirit today and for tomorrow. 


Your bank should nurture your neighbourhood. 


At credit unions, nuturing just comes 
naturally. Last year, we invested over 
$500,000 to support more than 430 
local community organizations. 


Contact Ruth or Kathy for all your 
financial needs. 
Delton Branch 


Home of our Ukrainian Council 
12809 82 Street ~ 496-2105 
www.capitalcitysavings.ca 


Everything your bank should be.™ 


(Є) capitat СІТУ Savines 
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Rifts emerge among Ukraine’s ruling elite 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—Despite the Ukrainian Constitutional Court’s 
Dec. 30 decision clearing the way for President Leonid Kuchma 
to run in the October presidential elections, Kuchma is unlikely 
to contest that ballot. The most convincing explanation for the 
Constitutional Court’s decision — on the grounds that he is in 
his first term under a new constitution — arguably lies in the 
executive branch’s fear that the pro-presidential elite might split 
into rival factions in the course of the election campaign. 

Socialist opposition leader Oleksandr Moroz and Russian- 
speaking liberal Volodymyr Malynkovych expressed that argu- 
ment in “Ukrayinska pravda” оп Jan. 2. Both men said they be- 
lieve the threat of a Kuchma candidacy will serve to deter any 
pro-presidential groups from “jumping ship.” A second way of 
accomplishing that goal is to undo or prevent bridges being built 
between the more moderate opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko, 
who consistently leads in the polls, and eastern Ukrainian oli- 
garchs. The standoff that emerged during Yushchenko’s visit to 
Donetsk on Oct. 31 was an attempt by the presidential adminis- 
tration, whose secret instructions to that effect were leaked to 
opposition media, to pit Yushchenko against the Donbas clan. 

Presidential-administration head and Social Democratic Party- 
united (SDPU-o) leader Viktor Medvedchuk is as opposed to 
Yushchenko becoming president as he is to Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukevych, who heads the Donbas party of power, Party of 
Regions, becoming president. The real power behind the Donbas 
clan is Renat Ahkmetov, Ukraine’s wealthiest oligarch, who is 
reported to have held secret meetings with Yushchenko. 

The same holds true for Viktor Pinchuk, the wealthiest oli- 
garch in the Dnipropetrovsk clan’s party of power, Labor 
Ukraine. Medvedchuk must tread more carefully with 
Pinchuk, however, as he is Kuchma’s son-in-law. 

The Donetsk and Dnipropetrovsk group of oligarchs are striv- 
ing to achieve respectability as capitalist entrepreneurs after 
reaching the conclusion that the “robber-baron” capitalism of 
the 1990s will end when the Kuchma era is over. Becoming 
“respectable” will provide insurance, they believe, against the 
likely redivision of assets among the elite after Kuchma leaves 
office. Some members of the Ukrainian elite therefore under- 
stand that times are changing; parliamentary speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn called in September for Medvedchuk and 
Akhmetov to return their overseas assets to Ukraine. 

This realization of the need to move with the times, which 
also took place in Russia in the transition from the Boris 
Yeltsin era to that of Vladimir Putin, is not shared by those 
oligarchs aligned with the SDPU-o, who prefer to continue 


to play by the old rules. Medvedchuk plays a similar role to 
Russia’s former “gray cardinal” under Yeltsin — Boris 
Berezovskii. It is no coincidence that Medvedchuk and the 
SDPU-o have been at the forefront in constitutional changes 
as they see Kuchma continuing in power as the best guaran- 
tee of their continued influence and power. 

The oligarchs ready to change are not necessarily hostile 
to a Yushchenko victory, as he has ruled out reopening 
privatizations from the 1990s. If Yushchenko is elected presi- 
dent the SDPU-o will lose the most from any re-division of 
assets because of their unwillingness to play by the new rules 
and because of deep animosity between Yushchenko- 
Medvedchuk and the SDPU-o and Our Ukraine. 

Oleksandr Zinchenko, the former deputy head of the SDPU- 
о, holds similar views to Pinchuk. Both understand that the 
transition from oligarchy to gentrification requires a divorce 
of politics from economics. This is a step that Medvedchuk 
categorically rejects because he believes that economic power 
can only be maintained by remaining at the hub of politics. 
Only the Zinchenko-Pinchuk view is not threatened by a 
Yushchenko victory and leaves open the possibility of future 
progress toward Ukraine’s democratization. 

Tension among the pro-presidential elite is as severe as that 
between Medvedchuk and the opposition. On Dec. 19, “The 
New York Times” published a full-page advertisement attack- 
ing Medvedchuk. Payment for the US$125,000 advertisement 
came from the little-known Friends of Ukraine (FOU), who 
are clients of the Washington-based lobbying firm Barbour, 
Griffith and Rogers. The mid-December advertisement defended 
Russian businessman Konstantin Grigorishin, who refused in 
2002 to transfer his assets in Ukrainian regional electricity sup- 
pliers to Medvedchuk. Grigorishin was subsequently arrested 
on seemingly trumped up charges but was supported by Pinchuk, 
who intervened to get him released. Grigorishin is thought to 
be behind the creation of the FOU. The FOU is promising fur- 
ther advertisements during the course of the election campaign. 

Grigorishin and Pinchuk have lobbied Kuchma on behalf of 
Unified Energy Systems (EES) Chairman Anatolii Chubais’s 
business plans in Ukraine. Chubais, whose company controls 
half of Georgia’s and 80 percent of Armenia’s electricity sector, 
purchased majority shares in 10 of 27 regional electricity com- 
panies in Ukraine in December. The move was backed by 
Pinchuk and Grigorishin, but strongly opposed by Medvedchuk. 

The “Young Turks” within the pro-presidential camp are 
also restless. In September, the ministries of Foreign Affairs, 
Justice, and Economics and European Integration voiced op- 


position to Ukraine’s admission to the CIS Single Economic 
Space. Justice Minister Oleksandr Lavrynovych deliberately 
distanced himself from proposed constitutional reforms in late 
January, telling visiting Council of Europe rapporteurs that 
he had nothing to do “with them. The West regards those 
changes, which Medvedchuk supports, with suspicion. 

Last month saw the resignations of both Economics and Euro- 
pean Integration Minister Valeriy Khoroshkovskyy and Inna 
Bohoslovska, who headed of the State Committee for Regula- 
tory Policy and Enterprise. Both are Pinchuk proteges; he funded 
their failed 2002 electoral bloc, the Winter Crop Generation. 
Khoroshkovskyy and Bohoslovska cited deep disagreements with 
First Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Mykola Azarov. 
The deputy head of the Party of Regions, Azarov is Ukraine’s 
main lobbyist for participation in the CIS Single Economic Space. 

Khoroshkovskyy is the son-in-law of People’s Democratic 
Party (NDP) leader Valeriy Pustovoytenko and was a mem- 
ber of Pustovoytenko’s 1997-99 government. The NDP, 
Ukraine’s first unsuccessful attempt at creating a party of 
power under that government, has just 14 deputies, the mini- 
mum required for a faction. 

In late 2003, Pustovoytenko complained in numerous inter- 
views that the presidential administration was pressuring the NDP 
because of a cooperation agreement that the party had signed 
with Our Ukraine in June. That same month, the NDP protested 
at the removal of NDP member and Vasyl Shevchuk from the 
post of environment minister. Parliamentary speaker Lytvyn came 
to the NDP’s defense, expressing support for Pustovoytenko’s 
claim that unnamed political forces were trying to remove the 
NDP from parliament by forcibly co-opting its members. 

By forcing through the controversial constitutional changes 
and pressuring the Constitutional Court to rule that Kuchma 
may run for a further presidential term, Medvedchuk has cre- 
ated tension not only with the opposition and within pro-presi- 
dential ranks, but also within his own SDPU-o. Zinchenko 
was expelled from the SDPU-o in September. Parliamentary 
deputy Volodymyr Nechyporuk resigned from the SDPU-o in 
December, the same month that Zinchenko dropped his mem- 
bership of the pro-presidential majority to protest the Dec. 24 
controversial parliamentary vote for constitutional charges. 
One hundred members have resigned from the Mukachevo 
branch of the SDPU-o, citing a standoff between the SDPU-o 
and Our Ukraine over who won mayoral elections last June. 
In the Crimea, too, the SDPU-o is severely divided; many of 
its branches have called on the SDPU-o leadership over the 
past two months to support Yushchenko in the 2004 elections. 
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